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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH I S little, work was origin- 
ally intended for the ufe of 
feme young perfons, with whom 
I am conne£hed. During a vifit I 
paid laft year to the Bishop of 
Chester (Dr Porteus) at his 
delightful parfonage at Hunton in 
Kent, I fhowed his Lordfhip a 
iketch of the firft and fecond chap- 
ter, and gave him a general ac- 
count of what 1 meant to intro- 
duce in the fequel. He faid, that 
fomething of this kind was much 

wanted y 
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wanted ; and that a comprehenfive 
view of the principal evidences of 
CHitisTiANlTY, drawn up in 
fuch a manner as to fix the atten- 
tion without fatiguing it, might 
be highly ufeful in eftabliftiing the 
religious principles of our youth^ 
at their firft entrance into the 
world. He was pleafed to exprefs, 
in pretty ftrong terms, his appro- 
bation of my whole plan, and of 
the execution, as far as he had 
feen it. He favoured me, both at 
that time, and afterwards in the 
courfe of our correfpondence, with 
important hints for the manage- 
ment of fome parts of the fubje£t. 
And he deiired me to finifli the 

per- 
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performance as foon as poffible, 
and fend it to the prefs. 

On the ftrength of this encour- 
agement chiefly, I have ventured 
to make it publick. And To His 
Lordship, as a small, but 
affectionate, memorial of 
the friendship with which 
he has long honoured me, 
and to which i am indebted 
for some of the happiest 
days of my life, i beg leave 
to inscribe it. 

J. BEATTia- 
1785. 

THE 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THAT there is in the world, and 
that for more than feventecn 
hundred years there has been, a Re- 
ligion called The Christian, will 
hardly be controverted : and that it 
muft have derived its origin from fome 
perfon or perfons, who introduced and 
taught it, feems to be equally certain, 
or at lead will not be denied by thofe 
who allow a caufe to be neceffary to 
the produdion of an efFeft. 

A This 
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This religion, fay the Chriftians, 
derives its origin from Jesus Christj 
a perfon of unequalled S;vifdom, unex- 
ampled goodnefs, and fupernatural 
power ; who taught it to his difciples, 
commanding them to preach it in all 
nations. This religion, fays the infi- 
del, admitting that Jefus introduced 
it, derives its origin from import ure 
and falfehood, and owes its continu- 
ance to the enthufiafm, the knavery^ 
and the folly of mankind. 

The tendency of this religion, fay 
its enemies, is to darken and bewilder 
the underftanding, to interrupt this 

pleafures of life, to cbnfbund human 
affairs, to debafe the mind by fuper- 
(lition, and to make men timorous 

and 



rN'raoDucTio^N: 3^ 

and cruel. The tendency of this re- 
ligion, fay they who are better ac- 
quainted with it, is to enlighten the 
mind with true wifdom ; to banifh fu- 
perftition ; to promote univerfal righ- 
teoufnefs, charity, and peace ; to com- 
fort us in adverfity, and give profpe- 
rity its higheft relilh; to encourage 
the moft tranfporting hopes, with full 

affurance that they will not be difap- 
pointed ; to reprefs every malevolent 
and every evil paflion ; to make men, 
whatever their outward clrcumftances 
may be, refigned and thankful ; and, 
in a word, to promote their Happinefs, 
both in time, and through all eter- 
nity • 

Opinions 
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Opinions fo oppofite cannot both 
be true ; and they, who have the means 
of knowing the truth, ought to inquire 
on which fide it lies. If this religion 
be from heaven, to be indifferent a* 
bout it is inexcufable, and muft be 
dangerous. And no man is entitled 
tolay^y^that it is not from heaven, till 
he^have ftudied its evidence and doc- 

A 

trines, and found the* former infuifi- 

cient to fatisly a fair mind, and the 
latter unworthy of a divine original. 
To refufe to believe, or inquire about 
this religion, becaufe one may have 
read or heard fome things plaufibly 
written or faid againft it, would be as 
uncandid, as to refufe all information 
concerning my charader, for exam- 
ple, except that which is known to have 

been 
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been given by my mortal enemy. Be- 
tween the two cafes, however, there 
is this difference ; and a very confider- 
able one it feems to be. To the 
greater part of mankind it is a matter 
of no moment to be informed, whe- 
ther I be honeft, or the contrary, a 
man of fenfe, or a fool. But if the 
Chriftian religion be true, /and that it 
is falfe has not yet been proved) it 
muft be a matter of infinite concern 
to us all, that it be accurately ftudied 
and well underftood. 

In defence of Chriftianity many ex- 
cellent books have been written ; by 
Grotius, Clarke, Locke, Lardner, But- 
ler, Weft, Lyttelton, Sherlock, and 
others, whofe integrity and learning 

will 
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will not be called in queftion. The 
defign of this little work is, not to fu- 
perfede as unneceffary, but to recom- 
mend, and ferve as an introdudion to, 
the pcrufal of thofe great authors ; by 
ihowing as plainly, and as briefly, as 
I can, to every candid reader, and e- 
Ipecially to the young, that the evi- 
dence of this religion is at le^ft ftrong, 
enough to merit attention and delibei 
rate inquiry. If I can accomplifti even 
this purpofe, I ihalL do fervice to a* 
caufe, which, as a friend to mankind, 
I have always had very much at heart* 
For, from feveral converfations which 
it has been my chance to have with 
unbelievers, I have learned, that igr 
norance of the nature of our religion,, 
and a difmclination to ftudy both it 

and 
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and its evidence, are to be reckoned 
among the chief caufes of infidelity. 

I ttAVE fometimes met with little 
praftical treatifes called Ten minutes 
advice'-^io thoft who ai^e about to en- 
gage in fuch or fuch an enterprife* 
"fhofe performances may have their 
ufe, though they fhould not contain a 
-full detail of the bufmefs alluded to. 
1 mean to give Two hottrs advice-^to 
that perfon, who may be in danger 
from thie books, ot from the company^ 
of infidels, and is candid enough to de* 
fire to be informed, in few words, 
whether the evidence on the other 
li^e be fo plaufible as to deferve tht 
-notice of a rational mind. If I ihall 
fatisfy him that it is, he will naturally 

lay 
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lay me afide, and have recourfe, for 
further information, to thofe authors 
who have gone through the whole fub- 
jeft, and illuftrated and proved many 
things, which the narrownefs of my 
plan permits me only to affirm,, or 
perhaps only to hint at. And, which 
is far the moft important part of the 
whole procedure,^ he will at the fame 
time REVERENTLY CONSULT thofe Sa- 
cred Oracles, which contain the hifto- 
ry of Divine Revelation j and which 
he will find, more frequently, perhaps, 
and more fully, than he could have 
imagined, to carry their own evidence 
along with them. And when he has 
done all this, in the fpirit of candour^ 
and with an humble and docile mind, 
and a.fincere defire to know the truth 

and 
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and his duty, I may venture to affure 
him, that he will not regret the time 
he has employed in the fludy, and 
that from the writings or converfation 
of unbelievers bis faith will never be 
in danger any more. 

The reader now fees what is aimed 
at in this little book. If he think my 
pretenfions too high, or my hopes too 
fanguine, he will allow however, that^ 
as the fubjed of a free government, I 
have an undoubted right to publiih, 
whether they be attended to or not, 
the reafons which have determined me 
to adhere to that religion wherein I had 
the happinefs to be educated. 

B CHAE. 



CHAP, r. 



Revex-ation is useful and neces* 

SARY. 



THE eridence of the Chriftian re- 
ligion is a fubjeO: of great ex- 
tent: all I purpofe to do is, to give a 
fummary view of it. I do not mean 
: to produce ;proof for every one of the 
affertipnsT may make concerning mat- 
ters offhQt : for this would require a 
great deal of time. But knowing, 
/that to the beft caufe every Ibrt of raif- 
Teprefentation is injurious, I fhall be 

careful 
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carefiil to adrance nothing as certain,^ 
but what does admit of proof, and has 
actually been proved by the learned 
authors, who have diflinguifhed them- 
felves on the fide of truth in this con<« 
troverfy. 




HIS evidence has been divided in^ 
to external and internal : the former 
arifing from prophecy, miracles,' and 
hiftorical teftimony j the latter, from 
the peculiar charader, and intrinfick 
v€]^cellency of the Chriftian religion. 
Some Authors have enlarged chiefly on 
the^one fort of evidence, and fome on 
the other ; and fome have been equaU 
Jy attentive to both. I fliall fpeak, 
firrt, of the external evidence, and, fe- 
condly, of the internal j though oc^ 

<:afiou- 
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iHifionally. perhaps, and in order to a« 
void prolixity and needlefs repetition, 
1 may fpeak of l)oth at the fame time*. 

. The firft thing.to be inquired into 
IS) the importance and ulefulnefs ofDu 
vine Revelation. For, if fuch a thing 
be ulefui and important, and even ne- 
ceiTary to man, it mud be fuitable to 
the divine wifdom and goodnefs to be« 
ftowrit. 

i. If man had perfeveredin his^pri^ 
n)itive innocence } if human principles 
and pradice had no influence on hu- 
man happinefs, or on each pther y and 
if ignorance, inattention, and preju^ 
dice, if fupe];Aition and ienfuality, . if 
favage lifeand faiiguinary.paiIions,^had 

^no 
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no tendency to corrupt mens opinions^ 
to pervert their reafon, and Jo plunge 
them into guilt and wretchednefs ;^— 
on thefe fuppolitions, J fhould readily 
admit, that there is no need of revela- 
tion. But from daily experience, and 
from the hiftory of men in all ages k 
.i^pears, that not one of the things' 
now fuppofed is agreeable to h6t. 

That man did not perfeverc in? in- 
nocence, >requires no proof. Thzt 
corrupt principles and criminal prac- 
tice lead to mifery, and truth and vii-- 
tue to happinefs, is as evident, as tfhaf 
order is preferable to confufion, fecu- 
rity to tianger, and a wife and good 
man to a barbarian or wild beaBd:. 
That, even though our intentions be 

good. 
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good, vre mud miflake our duty, if 
we are ignorant of the natufe of . that 
being who is the objefl: of it, will not 
he doubted by thofe who have obfer- 
ved, that we .niuft believe a man to be 
our parent or benefaftor, before we 
can be fenfible that we owe him the 
duty of gratitude or filial affedian. 
And that mens notions of all the db* 
jeds of duty, of their Creator, their 
fellow men, and themfelves, are liable 
to be perverted, and in every country 
unenlightened by revelation have been, 
perverted, by the weaknels of the hu- 
man underflanding, by the force of. 
prejudice and paffion, hy vi<;e, by in-% 
aittention, by fuperftition, and by ig- 

norance, the hiftory pf mankind proves 

ta. 
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to be a melancholy, but inconteftable 
truth. 

This being granted, it will follow, 

that a revelation, which rectifies and 
afcertains mens notions of the feveraL 
obje&s of duty, by explaining the na- 
ture of God and of man, and by in^ 
forming their confcience with refpeft 
to particular duties, muft be highly 
important and beneficial; and mult 
even be necelfery to the attainment of 
that degree of happinefs and virtue^ 
whereof human nature appears to be 
fufceptible, and for which, therefore, 
we may prefume that man was made* 

. 2. The charader of the Supreme 
Being, and the nature and deflination 

of 
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of man, mtift be very imperfedly 
known to thofe who have received no 
pofitive information concerning the 
reality of a future ftate, and its con- 
nexion with the prefent. Now this 
i« a point on which all the evidences 
collected by human reafon, while un- 
aided by divine light, amount to no- 
thing higher than probable conjetlure* 
But that better evidence, in fo inter- 
efting a matter, muft be a defirable 
thing, wiir be Acknowledged by all 
men •:— unlefs there be men who be*' 
liefve'that a ftiture ftate is an abfolute 
impoffrbilhy.' Revelation, therrfore,* 
kems to be neceflary, to give fuch ev- 
idence of another life, and fuch in- 
telligence concerning it, as mayvindi* 
cate the divine^ goodnefs and wifdom 

C with 
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with refpcft to the conftitutxon of the 
prefent ; and foch as may alfo prove 
a comfort to good men, and a reftraint 
on the paffions of the \¥icked ; and 
fuch, moreover, as may ferve for a fi> 
lemn intim^ion to all men, that their 
[ beliaviour in this ftatc of trial is ta 
"^^^them a matter of infinite importance. 
That this laft coniideraticm ftrengthens 
morality, or promotes at leaft the 
peace of fociety, and, confequcntly, 
the happinefs of mankind, feems to be 
admitted by the enemies, as wdi as by 
the friends of religion. Elfe how can 
we account for that favourite notion 
of the infidel, that religion was con- 
trived, and is patronifed, by politicians, 
in order to overawe the world, and 

make 
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tnake the paiEons of m^n more ma^, 
aiageable? 

3* Revejl ATioN ifi further neceila* ] 
rj^ to explain on what term^ we may 1 
hope for pardon, confidently with they 
perfection of divine juftice. Of tm 
ncceffity of expiation for guik, all 
mankind leem to have had an idea ; 
as appears from the univcrial ufe of 
Jacrifijgea. But, from die multitude 
of the pagan expiatory rites:; from the 
ab&prdky of aii, and th€ impiety of 
many of them; and efpecially from the 
circumAance of their confultingxn^clea^ 
on the fubjeft of atonement ; we may 
w^nrantably ti^er, not only their igao- 
ranee 6f d^y in thia particular, . but 
^a their con&ioitfhefs of that igno- 
rance. 
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Tance. And fome of their bed philof- 
ophers of the Socratic fchool feemed 



to think, that, till God Qiould be pleaf- 

; ed to reveal his will in an extraordi- 

I nary manner, it would be impoflible 

for man to know what religious fer- 

vice would be moft acceptable^o him. 

To thofe, who were fo wife, and fo 

candid, as to think and fpeak in this 

manner, may we not prefume, that the 

Chriftian dodrine of repentance and 

faith, if they had rightly underftood it, 

and if they had known its evidence, 

would have been a moft welcome dif- 

<»overy ? 

To our infidels^ indeed^ it is not 
welcome ; for they fay they have no 
need of it : being, it feems, fully fa- 

tisfied^ 
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tisfied, that, however ignorant Socra- 
tes might confefs himfelf to be, they 
have all the knowledge that man has 
eccafion for. And yet, if it had not 
been for this manifeftation of divine 
grace and truth, they would, probably, 
at this day, have been confulting o- 
racles, offering incenfe to idols, or 
perhaps, like many of our remote 
forefathers, polluting the creation with 

human facrifices. Certain it is, that 
in thefe things no . material reforma- 
tion was ever introduced, or attempt- 
ed, by the philofophers of old. That 
men (hould worfhip the gods, and per- 
form the facrifices, and other rites, as 
by law eftabliflied, was the doftririe* 
not of Pythagoras and Epiftetus only, 
but of Cicero, a wifcr, or more learned 

man 
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*jnan at leaft, thaa either, and even of 
Socrates himfelf, the wifefl of thaa 
all. So that, Jif pbilofophy had been 

lan's only guide, it is probable^ nay 
^t is more than probable, that idolatry 

^ould at this 4ay have been his £6* 
li^n* 

4, Rbvsi^atiok is yet further ne* 

ceflary, in order to make the whole of 

iiuman duty not oaXy kmwn^ but ebvi^ 

;^ttr to all capacities. The bed heathen 

xnoralifti acknowledged their jgno* 

Tance in fome points of duty } and 

what they knew they had not j>ow^ 

to enforce upon the common peopk> 

Mwho, in ancient times, were veryilU-t 

terate, having rarely accefs to books^ 

^whereof there ^ere then but.fewia 

the 
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&e world Though they had pofieflfed 
fbch power, and been all of the fame 
mind, which was by no meang the 
cafe y and though they had not been 
prompted, as mod of them were, by 
{^ide, vanity, or the fpirit of contra- 
diction, to introduce new fyftems, yet 
their labours could have but little ef- 
fed. Such arguments as they had to 
offer the greater part of mankind 
could not underftand. For, in fad, 
the common people, in general, are 
iK>t capable of perceiving the force of 
arguments, efpecially when the rea-- 
foning is complex, and relates to mat- 
ters fo remote from fenfe as the truths 
of morality and religion. Of this 
Jbme ancient lawgivers, as Minos of 
Crete, and Numa of Rome, were to 

fenfible, 
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fenfible, that they thought it prudent 
to afcribe to their inftitutions a divine 
original, pretending that they received 
them from the gods. 

1 DO not mean to fay, that the doc- 
trines of the philofophers, particularly 
of Socrates, and the better fort of 
Stoicks, did no good. What Socrates 
taught, or rather conjeftured, concern- 
ing the immortality of the foul ; and 
what both he and the Stoicks deliver- 
ed, though not always clearly or con- 
fiftently, with refpeft to the divine ex- 
iftence, providence, omniprefence, and 
omnipotence, was, no doubt, of ufe 
in diflipating fome of thofe clouds of 
fuperftition and error which then o- 
verlhadowed the nations* But, as a 

. , : .L fyftem 
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fyftem of natural religion and moral 
duty, all ancient philofophy was very 

incomplete, as Socrates well knew; 
nor was it accompanied with evidence 
or authority fufBcient to raife the at- 
tention, or convince the underftanding 
of any, except perhaps of a few fpe- 
culative men: and even they were 
inclined, as Laftantius, Cicero, and 
Ariftotle * teftify, to make it a fubjed 
of declamation and difpute, and a mere 
iongue-exercifey rather than a rule of 

life. Indeed, if we believe Laertius, 
who, though neither an elegant nor a 
judicious writer, yet deferves praife as 
a colleftor of anecdotes ; nay. if we 

D believe 

♦ Laftantius, iii. 15. i6. Cicero, Tufc. 
quaeft. ii. 4* Arid. Ethic, ii. $• 
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believe Cicero, to" whofe judgment 
more relpcQ: is due ; we muft alfo be- 
lieve, that the greater part of thofe, 
whom antiquity honoured with the 
name of philofophers, were men of 
k)ofe principles and bad morals. Ma- 
ny of them difgraced human reafon 
by their profligate tenets and fophifli- 
cal wrangling ; and fome of them, by 
their impudence, buffoonery, and 
beaftlinefs, were a difgrace to human 
nature* 

But, even from the beft of them, 
what was to be expefted in behalf of 
the common people, that is, of man- 
kind ? Socrates was the moft popular, 
and, in all refpefts, the leaft excep- 
tionable teacher of heathen morality. 

He 
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IJe taught, that is, converfed in' public 
as well as in private ; and all who 
chofe it were permitted to attend him. 
But he never fet himfelf up as a gene- 
ral reformer, nor did he pretend to 
more wifdom than other men. And, 
as the charms of his converfation drew 
the chief men of Athens around him, 
we may prefume^ that the common 
people, probably not very curious to 
know what he faid, would keep at a 
diftance, Befides, his peculiar way 
of reafoning, by queftion and anfwer,> 
though as fair and fatisfadory as can 
be, is better fuited to the purpofe of 
inftruding a fmall circle of friends 
converfing familiarly and at leifure, 
than of conveying knowledge to the 

common people. 

About 
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About the common people the Sto- 
icks gave themfelves no trouble, but 
feem to have confidered them as 
little better than beafts. Some of 
their paradoxes v^ould appear, from 
their extreme abfurdity, to have been 
contrived on purpofe to exclude the 
herd of mankind from the fublime 
myfteries of that philofophy. And 
many of their tenets they wrapt up in 
ftrange language, (for ihey were very 
licentious in the ufe of words); and 

they fo perplexed the human intelleft 
by frivolous difputation, that their 
teaching could not be generally ufe- 
ful ; nay, even to thofe men of learn- 
ing who had made it their ftudy, it 
muft have been in many particulars 
unintelligible. Cicero, indeed, in his 

book 
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book of moral duties, explained the 
praftical part of their moral philofo- 
phy, in a clear and elegant ftyle ; and, 
by fo doing, enriched his native tongue 
with the beft fyftem of Pagan morality 
extant. Yet ftill it is an imperfect 
fyftem ; and for a great part of it he 
was indebted, not to the Stoicks, 
whom, though he followed, he did 
not follow as a tranflator, but to Plato, 

Ariftotle, and his own good fenfe. 

Though the Stoicks had been bet- 
ter qualified than they were for the 
office of public teachers, the people 
would not have greatly profited by 
what they taught. That external 
things are neither good nor evil; 
and that to be ftretched on a rack, or 

to 
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to repofe on a bed of rofes, are, to- 
a wife man, matters of equal and 
abfolute indifference ; is a tenet which 
the generality of mankind could hard- 
ly believe, and which, if they did 
believe it, was more likely to do 
them harm than good. For from 
this principle it would require no 
profound Ikill in logick (and the Sta- 
icks were deep logicians) to infer, that, 

by robbing a wife man of his money, 
€utting off his leg or arm, dealing his 
child, or murdering his friend, they 
only took that from him on which he 
fet no value. That men ought to be 
refigned to the divine will, but thjtf, 
when any thing vexed them, they had 
an undoubted right to make away with 

themi^ 

ofoXFOW))< 
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shemfelves, after the example of Z^no^ 
who in a pet hanged himfelf, becaufe 
he had hurt his finger ^ ; would, to a 
man of plain fenfe, appear neither 
very confident dofl:rine, nor very be- 
neficial. That the Deity is fuperior 
to fate, and that fate is fuperior to 
the D.eity, is not more confiftent ; and 
that the world is God, or at leafl: his 
body or fubflance, is an aphorifm that 
throws no great light on the firfl prin- 
ciples of theology. That the foul is 
immortal, is affirmed by Seneca ; who 
alfb affirms that death is nothing, and 
reduces every thing to nothing, and 
that the tranquillity of the dead is the 
fame with that of thofe who are not 

born. 



* Diogenes Lacrtius, 
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born *. That at death we return to 
the elements whence we came, and lofe 
all perfonal exiftence ; that there is no 
future punifliment or reward, and that 
it is no matter whether there be any 
or not ; are doftrines of the fame 
fchool, alike unfriendly to happinefs 
and to virtue. That pity is unworthy 
of a wife man, is a ftrange leflbn to 
inculcate on beings fo frail as we are, 
who (land fo much in need of the com- 
paflion and kindnefs of one another : 
yet this was taught by the follow- 
ers of Zeno. And that human fouls 
are part of the divine effence, and 
that a man may become equal, and 
in fome refpefts fuperior, to the Dei- 
ty: 

* De Confolat. ad Marc. cap. 19* 
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iy:— Is this audacious ' apd impious 
tenet likely to have any other efFeft 
than to cherifh pride and prefumption 
fo extravagant, as to harden the heart . 
againft every amiable afFeftion, and 
make the underftanding equally im- 
patient to hear, and incapable to re- 
ceivci the diftates of truevvifd'om'? 

In faft, notwithftanding the morak' 
of fome of them, which I am not an- 
xious to find fault with, and the beauty 
of many of their fentiments, which I 
readily acknowledge, I am in doubt,, 
whether, as teachers of the common 
people, they would not have been as 
blind guides, as even the Epicureans 
themfelves. The doftrines of the lat- 
ter w^re downright athelfm : and thofe 

E- " of 
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of the former plaml j lead to it ; as 
indeed every form of falie philofophy 
mud do, that teaches men to think 
and fpeak irreverently of the Supreme 
Being, and to deny a future fbte of 
retribution* Of the Stoicks, therefore^ 
Milton, who knew them well, fpoke 
neither raffaly nor too feverely, whea 
he faid ; 

Alas 1 vrhsit can they teach, and not mifliead,. 

Ignorant of themfielyes^ of God much more? 
' Much of the foul they talk, but all awry ;. 

And in themfeives feek Tirtae, and tO' thex]Ci>- 
feltes 
. All glory arrogate, ta God: give noac^. 






•» 



Warn, 



1 * * 
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But, when the fiilnefs of the time 
was come, the Teacher op the 
iH>oR did ^t laft appear: not, like 
the Stoick, proud hardhearted and 
difputatious ; but, Uke the Son oif 
God, meek and unaffe3ed, compaf- 
lionate and lowly, divinely benev- 
olent and divinely wife. * Go,* faid 
he, to two of John's difciples, who had 
come to aflc whether he was the Met 
fiah, * Go ypur way, arid tell Johii 
^ what things ye have feen and heard; 

* how that the blind fee, the lame walk, 

* the lepers are cleanfed, the deaf hear, 

* the dead are raifed, and good tidings 

* are preached to the poor.* All thu 
had been foretold by the prophet Ifai- 
ah; and in Jefus the prophecy wai 
i^lfilled. And his dodlrine was dif- 

tinguifhed 
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tmguiflied from that of all other teach- 
ers, not only by its intrinfic excel- 
lence, and by thofe mighty works that 
bore teftimony to its truth, but alfo by 
its being in fo peculiar a manner ad- 
dreffed to the poor, and fuited to their 
capacity, and confequently to that of 
all the reft of mankind. His birth 
was announced, not to the great ones 
of the earth, but to fhepherds. On 
poverty of fpirit, or lowlinefs of mind, 
which is indeed the foundation of the 
Chriflian charader, he pronounced a 
particular benedidion : his fervants he 
chofe from among the poor : and, by 
the eftablifliment of a church, he pro- 
vided a perpetual fucceffion of mini- 
fters,-who fhould preach the gofpel to 
the poor, and to all other ranks of 

men* 
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^men, to the end of the world. In con- 
-fequence of this moft gracious difpeft- 
fation, the meancft of the Chriftiaa 
people, if it is not their ovm faulty 
jnay, in »all ordinary cafes, learn jufter 
notions of virtue and vice, of God and 
man, .of providence and a future ftate, 
than the mart learned philofopher could 
ever attain in the days of paganifm* 
Can thefe fafts be denied? And in 
him who admits them is it poffible 
that any doubt {hould remain, concern* 
ing the ufefulnefs of divine revelation^ 
or the infinite importance of that 
which is brought to light by the got 
t)el ? 

Let not then the infidel pretend[^ 
that human reafon is alpne fuffi* 

cient 
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<iettt to difcover the whole of ouin^s 
-duty, and eftabliih in the world a com- 
plete or comfortable fyftem of natural 
religion. For it is certain, that, even 
in the moil polite nations, una^ed 
Teafon never did this, and, in the o- 
pinion of Socrates, never could. And 
of barbarous nations it will not be 
faid, that their reafon ever made im- 
portant difcoveries of any kind. And 
it deferves particular notice, that what 
our infidels call natural religion is in 
a great meafure, as RoufTeau himfelf 
acknowledges, derived from that very 
fcripture, which they abfurdly and wic- 
kedly rejeft. I do not mean, that their 
ideas on this fubjed are acquired by 
an a3:ual perufal of holy writ. In this 
ftudy it is to be feared that few or 

none 
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none of them ever made gre^t profit 
oeacy. Thofe ideas they derive from 
impreflioQS made oa their minds in 
infancy and early youth; when, to«» 
gether with the humility and can* 
dour, it is probable they alfb had,. 
wbR every Chriftian muft have^ the 
teachablenefs^of little children. The. 
writings^ too, and the converfation of 
Cfariftians, ta which, in thefe parts of 
the world, they mu&fometimes attend, 

may convey ta themi principles, whkb 
they admit as rational^ though per* 
haps they might be inclined to over- 
look,, if they knew them to he fcriptu* 
taU 

If revelation be fo highly import "s 
taat, it is mod fuitable to the wif- j 

dom [ 
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dom add mercy of God to beftow it ;-' 
and-fome perfons even of the hea- 
tlien, particularly Socrates, were not 
without hope, that one time or other 
it would be beftowed. So far was 
that great man from afferting the fuf- 
ficiency of his knowledge, with refpeft 
either to divine or to human things, 
that, though by no means a fceptick, 
he ufed, through excefs of modefty,^ 
to fay, that he knew nothing but his 
own ignorance. He taught, that the 
god$ grant extraordinary communica^ 
tions of wifdom to thofe to whom they 
are propitious r and recommended it 
to his friends to have recourfe to ora*- 
eles, and other religious rites, in or- 
der to obtain from heaven fuch neccf- 
fery or ufeful- information as humaix* 

reafoft^ 
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reafon was not of itfelf able to fupply*. 



Indeed the oracles, divinations, and \ 



auguries, fo much attended to by the 
pagan world, prove, as already hinted, 
their confcioufnefs of their ovrn igno- 
rance, and of the need that mankind 
have of fupernatural illumination. 

Of their oracles vi^eTcnow little, and 
can aifirm nothing but what partalces 
more or lefs of conjecture. That they 
were the contrivance of prieft- craft, 
has been faid, and may in part be 
true. It has alfo been faid, that de- 
mons had a concern in them ; and this 
no confiderate perfon will affirm to be 
impofSble. Perhaps they may have 

T been 

* Xenoph, Memorab. lib. i. 
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l)een permitted by Providence to keep 
up in the minds of men a fenfe of the 
infufficiency of human reafon, and to 
make them think, as Socrates did, 
that divine revelation was, at leaft, a 
defirable thing. This is certain, that 
Socrates had faith in them ; that, tho'* 
fome of their anfwers might eafily be 
accounted for, others are rather extra- 
ordinary i that Providence did, for a 
time, permit them ; and that, foon af- 
ter the great revelation took places 
they became univerfally filent. Thefe 
fads defervethe attention of thofe who 
Tejeft the gofpel. 

But, however defirable revelatioH 
may be, and however beneficial, wc 
TOuil not have thej)refumption to think, 

4hat 
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that the Dehy is obliged to beftow it*. 
For this Mre have no better reafon than 
to tuppofe that he was obliged to create . 
maa at firfl: \ or that he is under any 
neceflary determination, arifing from 
tfee perfcftion of his nature, to make 
men archangels, or to make all men 
equal in rank or fagacity. His diC 
penfations of benevolence and grace 
are all gratuitous. We have nothing, 
but what we have received from him,, ^ 
and what be might have with-held,, 
without any imputation on his good« 
nefs, or any diminution of his eternal 
and unalterable felicity. 



\ 

V 



Nor is it pof&ble for us to judge 
how far it may be confiftent with th«: 
views of his providences to make this^ 

revela-r^ 
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revelation univerfaL Its good effeSts^ 

may be fo, though it is not univerfaUy^ 
known: for it teaches, that perlbns^ 
who lived long before our Lord ap* 
peared on earth, and who never heard 
of bis name, may be faved by hi^ 
merits. 

This being admitted, no conclufion 
unfavourable to Chriftianity can be 
drawn from the circumftapce of its 
being known in fome parts only of the 
world, and not known till four thou- 
fand years after the creation. For if 
it had been known one thoufand, or 
three thoufand years fooner^ a captious 
mind might ftill aft, why it was ^ot 
earlier, and coevsd with mankind) or 
at lead with the fall* Whatever con- 

cerns 
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ccrns man muft have a beginning j 
and that Being who governs th^ uni- 
verfe, who alone perfeftly knows his i 
own coi>nfels, and who fees at once \ 
the paft the prefent and the future, 
can alone determine when any parti- 
cular difpenfation of Providence ought 
to begin ; how quick or how flow it 
ought to be in its progrefs ; and when 
it is to be completed. Many difcove- 
ries, beneficial to mankind, have been 
made in modern times. How abfurd 
would it be to' fuppofe the recency of 
a difcovery an argument againft its 
ufefulnefs ; or againft the goodnefs of 
God in giving man the power of ma- 
king it now, rather than at an earlier 
period ! Every thing here is progref- 
five. If at once, and in the beginning, 

man 
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man had received all the good things 
diat a gracious Creator had deftined 
ibr him, this life could not have been 
a ftate of probation ; and we, having 

^ no defires ungratified, no faculties un- 
improved, and nothing further to hope 

1 ^r to fear, muft have been equally in- 
capable of activity and- of happineis.. 



1 



CHAP. 
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The Gospel j*istory is trub. 



THE gofpel liiftory being con- 
veyed ta us in writing, the on- 
3y poflible way in which it catild be 
fafely conveyed through the long fuc- 
•cefSon of feventeen hundred years, 
its evidences muft, in part, depend on 
liuman teftimony. in fome refpefts, 
however, they arc peculiar, and differ 
from thofe of other hiftories. No cir- 
cumftance of the life of Julius Cefar; 

the 
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the battle of RiarfaKa, for example, 
the deftrudtion of the Nervii, or the 
invafion of Britain ; is alluded to, fo 
far as I knt)w, in any writing previous 
to the birth of that commander : but 
many of the fads recorded in the gof- 
pel, thcxugh feemingly of far lefs mag- 
nitude, bear a (triking refemblance to 
events foretold by Jewifli prophets, 
who lived feveral hundred years be- 
fore the birth of Chrift, The parti- 
culars of Cefar's life, the fpeeches he 

made, and the .great tranfaflions he 
was engaged in, made no material al- 
teration, except perhaps to the worfe, 
in the manners or fentiments of man- 
kind. But the things that were done, 
and the doftrines that were taught, by 

the fuppofed fon of a carpenter of Ju- 

^ea. 
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dea, and by fomc fifliermen his friends, 
produced a moft important change, to 
the better, in human fentiments and 
manners ; a change dIfFufed through 
many nations, and of which we at this 
day fee and feel the confequences. 

* 

The evidences of the gofpel, there- 
fore, are to b^ treated fomewhat diffe- 
rently from thofe of other biftorkal 
records. I Ihall firft confider it, mere- 
ly as a portion of antient hiftory. Se- 
eOBdly, rfhad) fpeak of it as-* the ac- 
coHiptifhxtieM of certain prophecies. 
Aiid tffcill aftci^wibrds inquire, whether 
it may not be fiirther confirmed, by 
tht peculiar excellency of the know- 
ledge we derive from it, as well as by 
Ae extraordinary changes introduced 

G by 
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by it into the fyftem of human a£^ 
£airs. 



SECTION I. 



The Go/pel confidered as a portim of an- 
iient hijiory. 



AS a (hort preface lo what. I have 
to fay on the evidence of the 
gofpel, confidered as a. portion of anf 
tient hiftory, it may, be proper to fet 
down the following remarks on tefti» 
xaony« 
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It is natuTal for man to fpeak as he 
thinks ; and it is eafy too, like walk- 
ing forward. One may walk back- 
wards or fideways ; but it is uneafy, 
and a fort of force upon nature : and 
the fame thing is true of fpeaking or 
declaring what is trontrary to one's be- 
lief. At leaft this is the general rule* 
Long practice in falfehood, otr in walk- 
ing fideways or backward, may no 
doubt render it eafy ; but it requires 
long pra&ice to make it fo, 

Ws naturally believe what others 
tell us. We truft the word of a man 
of whofe honefty we have had experi- 
ence; but we alfo credit teftimony 
previous to experience: for children 
who haye leaft experience are moft 

credulous. 



rgt THE GOSPEL HISTORY 

credulous. It is from having expe- 
rienced the difhanefty of men, and the 
motives that tempt them to fiilfify, that 
we come to diftruft or difljclicve what 
thejr fay. 

In general, when we doubt a man's 
word, we have always one or other of 
thefe four reafons for it: we think, 
that what he fays is incredible or im- 
probable ; or that there is fome temp- 
tation or motive which inclines him in 
the prefent cafe to violate truth; or 
that he is- not a competent judge of 
the matter wherein he gives teftiraony ; 
or perhaps we doubt his veracity now, 
becaufe we have known him to be a 
deceiver formerly. If we have no rea- 
fon.to diftruft his integritv: if we think 

him 
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him a competent judge of that which 
be affirms ; if we know of no motive 
of vatiity or intereft that might incline 
him to falfiiy ; and if he affirm nothing 
but what is credible and probable; we 
fiiali without fcruple acquiefce in his 
declaration. 

Our faith in teftlmony often rifes 
to absolute certainty. That there are 
fuch towns asCoi)ftantinople andSmyr* 
na, and fuch countries as Afia, Africa, 
and America ; that Cefar and Anni- 
bal were real men and great comman- 
ders, the one a Roman, the other 
a Carthaginian ; that William of 
Normandy conquered England; that 
Charles I. was beheaded, &c. — every, 
Jierfon, who knows any thing of hillo- 

ry, 
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fy, accounts himfelf abfolutely certain. 
For the teftimonies that £OBfirin thefe 
and the like truths are fo many, fo var 
rious, and fo confident, that we juftly 
think it irnpoffible they ihould be iidi- 
tious. 

When a number of perfons, not 
afting in concert, having no intereft 
to conceal what is true or affirm what 
is falfe, and competent judges of what 
they teftify, concur in making the fame 
report, it would be thought madnefs 
to difbelieve them. Even when three, 
or when two witneffes, feparately ex- 
amined, and who have had no oppor- 
tunity to contrive a plan before hand, 
agree in their declaration, we believe 
them, though we have had no exper- 
ience 
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lence of their veracity; becaufe wc 
know, that in fuch a cafe their teflL- 
monies would not be uniform, if they 
were not true* — In this way, men have 
judged in all ages ; and upon this 
principle the moft important queftions 
relating to life and property are de* 
cided: andof fuch decifions and judg- 
ments the general experience of man- 
kind proves the utility and the redi- 
Uide^ 

An impofCble fa£k- no teftimony 
whatever, not even that of our own 
ienfes, wowld make us believe; If I 
were to fee the fame individual man 
double, or in two places at the fame 
time, I (hould certainly think, not that 
it was fo^ but that fometbing was 

wrong 
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•wrroDg in my %hr, or that the ap 
pearance might be owing to feme pe- 
culiarity in the medium through wbkh 
I fiiv it. When a {d£k i& pofCble, and 
ftill more when ii n not improbabLe, 
the teftimony of a. flranger wouU in- 
cline us to beiieye, unleis we had rea* 
fon to fufped him of a defi^ to im* 
pofe upon us. 

Miraculous fads are not to be 
ranked with impoflibilities. There was 
a time, wheii the matter that cbmpofes 
my body was as void of life, as it wilt 
Ibe when k fliaU have lain twenty yesirs 
im Ae grave ; when tlie elementary 
particles^ whereof my eye is made up,. 
could no xikort enable a percipieht be* 
log to fee, than they cia now enable 

one 



^1 
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tine to fpeak ; and when that which 
forms the fubftance ^f this hand was 
as inert as a ftone. Yet now, by the 
goodnefs of the Creator, the firft lives, 
the laft moves, and by means of the 

fecond I perceive light and colours. 
And if Almighty power can bring -a- 
bout all this gradually, by one particu- 
lar fucceffionof caufes and effefts, may 
not the fame power perform it in an 
inftant, and by the operation of other 
caufes to us unknown? Or will the 
atheift fay (and none who believes in 
God can doubt the pofGbility of mi- 
racles) that he himfelf knows every 
poflible caufe that can operate in the 
produdlion of any effeft? Or is he 
certain that there is no fuch thing in 
the univerfe as Almighty power ? 

H To 
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To raife a dead man to life ; to cure 
blindnefs with a touch ; to remove 
lamenefs, or any other bodily imper- 
fe£lion, by fpeaking a word, are all 
miracles ; but muft all be as eafy to the 
author of nature, or to any perfon 
commiflioned by him for that purpofc, 
as to give life to an embryo, make the 
eye an organ of fight, or caufe vege- 
tables to revive in the fpring* And 
dierefore, if a perfon, declaring hint- 
felf to be fent of God, or invefled with 
divine power, and faying and doing 
what is worthy of fuch a commiffion, 
ftiould perform miracles like thefe, 
mankind would have the beft reafon 
to believe, that his authority was reaU 
ly from heaven* 



As 
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As the common people have neither 
time nor capacity for deep reafoning ; 
and as a divine revelation of religion 
muft be intended for all forts of men, 
the vulgar as well as the learned, the 
poor as well as the rich ; it is necef- 
fary, that the evidence of fuch a reve- 
lation fhould be of that kind which 
may command general attention, and 
convince men of all ranks and cha- 
racters, and fhould therefore be level 
to every capacity. It would be eafy, 
no doubt, for the Deity to convey his 
truths immediately to every man by 
infpiration, fo as to make inquiry un- 
neceflary, and doubt impoflible. But 
this would not be confiftent with man's 
free agency and moral probation j and 
&ik would be very unlike every other 

di^eniation 
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difpenfation of Providence with refpcfi 
to man, who, as he is endowed witk 
rational faculties, feels that he is un- 
der an obligation to ufe and improve 
them. This would be to make him 
love religion, and believe in it, with** 
out leaving it in his power to do other- 
wife: and fuch faith, and fuch lovcy 
would be no mark of either a good 
difpofition or a bad. — ^Now the;i^ is no 
kind of evidence, confident with our 
moral probation and free agency, that 
is likely to command univerfal attetf- 
tion, and carry full convidlion in reli- 
gious matters to men of all ranks and 
capacities, except the evidence arifing 
from miracles, or fupernatural events^ 

On* 
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One author has indeed affirmed, 
Aat miracles can be no evidence of 
any doftrine; becaufe no teftimony 
whatever can, in his opinion, render a 
miracle credible even in the lowed de- 
gj?ee. But I need not quit the traft 
of rtiy argument, for the fake of a par- 
adox, fo contrary to the natural dicr 
tates of rationality, and which has been 
uhanfwerably confuted by Dr Camp- 
bell in his Dijifertation on Miracles. In 
faft, every event admits of proof from 
human teftimony, which it is pofliblc 
for a fufEcient number of competent 
witneffes to fee and to hear. 

Some things may feem to be fuper- 
natural, which are really not fo: fuch 
are the tricks of the jugler j whereof 

when 
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when we are Cold the contrivance, ^e 
are furpriied to find it fo eafy, and aU 
tnoft afliamed of having ever wonder- 
cd at it. Some other tilings appear 
fupernatural to thofe only who are ig- 
norant of their caufes: and fuch aref 
many fafts in eleflricity, magnetifm, 
and other parts of experimental philof- 
ophy. 

• 

But the mighty works of our Sa- 
viour are quite of a diflferent kind. 
To raife the dead to life, to cure the 
mod violent difeafe by fpeaking a 
word, to walk on the furface of a ftor- 
my fea : — thefe, and many other things 
recorded in the gofpel, are truly mira- 
culous; and fuch as, to human appre- 
henfion, that power only can perform^ 

which, 
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wbkh, having eftabliihed the courfe of 
nature, is alone able to change it. 

Op this fort of miracles the author 
of our religion not only wrought many^ 
but alfo im{x3irted to bis apoftles the 
poyrer of doing the fame. And, what 
was ftill more wonderful, if any thing 
could be naore fo, he himfelf, after ha- 
ving been crucified, in the prefence of 
a great multitude, and pierced with a 
lance, and found to be dead, and afl 
ter lying part of three days in the 
grave, arofe to life^ re-animated that 
body which had been mangled on thei 
crofs, paflTed forty days on earth after 
his refurre^^ion, during which time he 
frequently converfed with his difciples^ 
and at iaft, in open day, and while he 

was 
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was fpeaking to them, vifibly afcended 
from the earth, till a cloud received 
him out of their fight. Thefe miracles 
tranfcend all power but what i^ divine. 
So that, if we admit the gofpd hiftor^ 
to be true, we muft believe, beyond a 
poflibility of doubt, that our Lord was, 
what he declared himfelf to be, a per- 
{on inveded with divine power, and 
employed in a divine miflion. , The 
truth of the hiftory may be proved 
from .many confiderations. 

It might be proved from the ex- 
iftence, and fmguiar nature^ of the re- 
ligion of Jefus. On the fuppofition 
that the gofpel is true, the peculiar 
charader of this religion, its prefefit 
ftate, and the various revolutions it 

has 
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his undergone, may be eafily account- 
ed for: on the contrary fuppofidoit^ 
nothing in the whole compafe of hu- 
man aiFairs is more unaccountable^ 
than the rife and progrefs of Chriftia- 
fiity. Its hiftory may be traced from 
the prefent agtc up to that of the a* 
pofttes. Since that period, down to 
thefe times, £0 many writers fjpeak of 
this gofpel, and concur in fo many par*- 
ticulars concerning it, that there is not 
perhaps any .other antient record, for 
wfaoie authenticity fo many vouchers 
Could be produced. And we know for 
certain, that many intelligent perfons 
of the primitive church, who had the 
beft opportunities of knowing the truth 
bf tlus matter, and whofe fupreme eon*- 
CGm it was to inquire into it^ and nbt 
■^ I fuffer 
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fuffer themfelves to be miftaken, be- 
lieved and afferted the truth of the g<rf- 
pel, and fufFered death in confirmatiofl 
of their faith and teftimbny. Can any 
thing like this be urged in favour ci 
Xenophon, Salluft, or Tacitus; whoft 
authority, notwithftanding, the world 
is not much inclined, and in general 
has no great reafon, to call in quet 
lion?^ 

Had the evangelifts written the hif- 
tory, and the apoftles preached the 
dodirines, of a man who lived before 
they were born, or whom neither they 

nor their contemporaries had ever feen, 
their teftimony would not perhaps have 
been above fufpicion. But I (hall not 
xnifreprefent the circumftances, or the 

condufli 
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cpndufl, of thofe extraordinary teach«- 
ers, if I fuppofe them to have addref-* 
fed their countrymen the Jews, who 
were the firft hearers of the gofpel, la 
words like thefe : * We tell you of this 
inan, our divine mafter, many things 
which ye yourfelves know to be true-j 
and nothing, in regard to which ye 
may not, if ye candidly inquire, fa- 

tisfy yourfelves by the teflimony of 
creditable witneffes, who heard and 
faw what we affirm. From perfifting 
in falfehood we have nothing to hope ; 
and ye in detefting it can have nothing 
to fear. The power of the ftate is in 
your hands: exert yourfelves to the 
utmoft ; and confute us if ye can.* 
Suppofe an addrefs of this kind to be 
made to the French nation, concerning 
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a hiftorj of certain well known eveim 
that had happened in France; and fup- 
pofe the only anfwer returned by pull* 
He authority to be as follows : * On the 

• fubjeft ye mention we command yod 

* and your adherents to be filent on 
' pain of death :*— of which party, Jet 
me afk, would the world judge moft 
favourably ? Would it not be faid, that 
nothing could be more fair, than what 
is declared on the one fide ; and that 
on the other there at once appeared 
invincible prejudice and ^ implaccible 
malignity ? 

But what motives could thofe Jews 
have to wifli the gofpel might be faffe, 
land to Ihut their eyes againfl the light 
with fo much obftinacy and pcrfever- 

ance? 
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ance ? Motives they had of the moft 
cogent nature 5 motives, which among 
any people it might be difficult to pre- 
vail againft^ but which from the inhe- 
rent pervcrfenefs of the Jewifli nation 
cbuld hardly fail to derive infurmount- 
able llrength. 



1 



For firft, if the jewifh rulers, after 
the death of our Lord, had acknow- 
ledged him to be the Meffiah, they 
. muft alfo have acknowledged them- 
, felves the perpetrators of the moft 
dreadful crime that ever difgraced a 
nation ; and from rulers fb haughty a 
confeflion fo humiliating could hardly 

be looked fon Nor, fecondly, was it 

« 

to be expeded, that they could bear 
to think of the abrogation of the law 

of 
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of Mofes, which had fubfifted fo long;, 
which did fo much honour to their 
nation, temple, and capital city ; which, 
taught them to confider themfelves as-. 
God's peculiar people ; and from which* 
their priefts, fcribes, and elders, wha 
we find were the moft inveterate ene- 
mies of the new religion, derived fo 
many dignities and emolumems. 

Thb Y might alfo, thirdly, from many 
political confiderations, be unwilling 
to receive the gofpel, and inclined to^ 
look on the men who taught* it as the 

enemies of their country. For if the 
MefGah was now come, then all their 
flattering hopes of a glorious conque- . 
ror, who fhould refcue them from the 
Roman yoke, and exalt them above all 

nations, 
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nations, were at an end for ever/ And 
then they might be apprehenfive, that 
the Romans, fome of whom, as wc 
learn from TacitusI and Suetonius, 
knew that a triumphant deliverer from 
Judea was about this time expedted, 
would be emboldened, on hearing that 

Rome had now nothing to fear from 
that quarter, to opprefs them more ri- 
goroufly, and even * to take away' (as 
they themfelves emphatically exprefled 
It) ' their place and nation *.' Whe- 
ther the Romans were in any degree 
intimidated -by what they had heard of 
the Jewilh prophecies concerning Mef- 
iiah, is not known : but that they 
might be fo^ and had reafon to be fo^ 

it 

♦ 5ee John xi. 4S. 
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it was natural enough for a J^w to 
fuppofe ; efpecially if he knew, as be 
probably would know^ that on the fub« 
je£l of prophecy the Romans were not 
a little fuperllitious. How much He** 
rod dreaded the coming of the Meffiab, 
appears from his murder of the inno- 
cents : an event, which muft have been 
well known at Rome ; if it be true, as 
Macrobius relates, that Auguftus, on 
hearing of it, and that one of Herod's 
fons had fuffered in the maflacre, face- 
tioufly obferved, that it was better to 
be the fwine than the fon * of Herod, 
Some however fuppofe, on the author- 
ity of Jofephus, that Herod had not 
then a fon under two years of age ; 

and 



# * ^ * 
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and that the emperor's faTcafm wdfi, 
more probably occafianed by Herod's 
truelty in piitting to death Ariftobu* 
Ites and Alexander his two fens by 
Itfariamne, and his fon Antipater for 
aaalledged confpiracy againlt his fa- 
dacr*« life. Biit this is of little inipor- 
tance in th« prclcnt 'argument* 

' In a word ; if it be in the po'wer of 
prfejudice, of pride, of ambition, of re- 
ligious zeal, or of national partiality, 
to make men averfe to the reception 
of any fyftem of opinions^ we need not 
tmnder at the obftihacy of the Jewife 
niters^. Tlieir paffions, generally vio^ 
feht, were all in arms, and in the high- 
^ degree exaipefated, againft Chrift 
and his religion. That fo many of 

K. that 
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that nation fhould have been bis JiiS^ 
ciples, i& therefore more wonderful, 
than that fo many fliould have oppofed 
him. In modern times it cannot appa- 
rently be the intereft of any, hardene4 
finners excepted, that the golpellhould 
not he true. Yet even in thefe days, 
and in the moft enlightened nations, 
a fpirit of oppofition to the gofpel, and 
^ want of candour with regard to its. 
doftrines and evidence, are by na 
nieans uncgmmon. 

If fuch was the temper of the Jewifii 
rulers ; and if w^ may warrautahly 
fufpeft them to have been as^ capable, 
of falfehood, as they certainly were pj 
injuftice and cruelty ; is it not ftrange^ 
that the events recorded in the .gofpel 

were. 
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'were no^t denied by any contemporary 
authority ? Yet this is the fafl: : for 
fuch authorities, if they had ever ap- 
peared, muft have been preferved, and 
argued from by the enemies of the 
gofpel, and replied to in the writings 

of Chriftians. And how is this faO: 
to be accounted for ? In no other way, 

I prefume, than by fuppofmg, that in 
Judea the particulars of our Saviour's 
life were fo well known, that no con- 
tradiftory record would have obtained 
credit. And to publifli fuch a thing, 
without being able to make the nation 
believe it, would have been an injury 
to their own caufe. Their beft policy 
therefore was, to keep up the paffions 
and prejudices of the people, to encou- 
rage a fpirit of.perfecution, to confine 

themfelveft 
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themfelves to violent and general sS- 

fcrtions, and to avoid and difcounte- 
nance minute inquiry. The truth i^ 

that the antient unhelievers never de- 
nied the miracles of Jefos ; they im- 
puted them to magick or the power of 
the devil : a doctrine, which our Lord 
himfelf condefcended to refute; *and 
of which the modem infidel, as no 
body now believes in magick, wiH not 
feek to avail hitnfetf. 

But prejudice and paffion fiibfide 
at la(b, and kave the mind at leiiure 

for calm inveftigarion. If then tkc 
particulars of our Saviour^s life ba^ 
been as weR known a* is here f«p» 
pefed, muft notj the Jews, when tke. 
prefent fern^ient w^ls o^r^ hartre come 

to 
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•to tbejir £^Bi<ps, and ackaoMrWge^ tlie 
tr}iih ? That man}? of them did fo, is- 
certam. But from other hiftories,. as 
well as tbit of the Jews, we learn, 
that when the paffions of m^n are tho« 
roughly inflamed, by matters of great 
-and general concern, it may require 
the operation of years to cool them. 
And kt il be obferved, that the Jews 
hgd not now much time left for reflec- 
tion and liei&re. The geoera^ion that 
put oujr JLord to death had not paflied 
%vi(ay, w^n the troubles ot Judea be- 
g^^ ; and in lefe than forty years, after 
the crucifixion, Jeruialemwas* levelled, 
'Mfkh the grpundj the greater ptart of 
the nation qcterminated, and the reft 
iaa^te^ed abroad, thto^gbaut the Ro- 

tmBSi empire^ 

But, 
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But, .if their rulers were as much 
cxafperated agamft the new religion, 
as has been fuppofed, why, it may be 
aiked, did they not deftroy it at once, 
by putting all the apoftles to death ? 
Stephen indeed they floned in a tranf- 
port of fury, and Herod murderied 
James the brother of John : but Peter, 
and Paul, and others, were permitted 
to live ; and in a little time we find 
there was a church in Jerufalem, and 
another in Antioch. How is this to be 
reconciled with what is faid above of 
the extreme obftinacy and violence of 
the Jewifli rulers ? 

It may be anfwered, that thefe 
things were fo ordered by an over- 
ruling Providence, who, having deter- 
mined that the religion of Ghrift fhould 

not 
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not be deftroyed, miraculowfly iatei;- 
pofed for a time la the prefervation of 
his minifters. If this anfwer be deem- 
ed infufEcient^ the following, confide.- 
rations are fubraitted to the reader. 

First ; the Jews could have no rea? 
fon to hope, that, by putting to death 
all the apoilles, or all the Chrillians, 
that came in their way, they fhouljd 
annihilate Chriftianity :. there might 
be others whom they had never heard 
of; for our Saviour, during his abode 
on earth, had many difciples ; five 
hundred are mentioned by St Paul as 
witneffes of his refurreftion ;. and on 
the day of Pentecoft three thoufand 
were converted, and five thoufand a 
few- days after. — Secondly ; Peter and 

Paul, 
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Paul, though for a time permitted to* 
live^ did not live in peace, but under- 
went cruel perfecution ; and the for- 
mer, if he had not by miracle efcaped, 
would have been murdered by Herod,, 
as James was.-^-Thirdly ; Several of 
the apoftles, foon after the defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft,. left Jerufakm, and 
went to preach elfewhere. — Fourthly ; 
It may be preiuriled that the Chriftians 
of that age were quiet and inoffenfive ; 
we know indeed for certain that they 
were fo : and the rulers might be a- 
fraid to declare open war againft them, 
as not knowing how numerous they 
might be ; and dreading alfo, if they 
fliould drive matters to extteraity, the 
cffefts of that influence, tvhich the 
apoftles from time ta time acquired 

among< 
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among the common people. The 
moft oppreffive tyrants, even when 
armed with abfolute authority, are 
not without fears of this kind : how 
much more timorous muft a tyranni- 
cal ariftocracy have been, that was 
deftltute of mutual confidence, and 
over-awed by the Roman power ! 

To which I may add, fifthly. That 
the advice given by Gamaliel in the 
council, * Refrain from thefe men, 

* and let them alone ; (for if this 

* counfel or this work be of men, it 

* will come to nought ; but if it be of 

* God, ye cannot overthrow it ;) left 

* haply ye be found even to fight a- 

* gainft God :* I fay, this advice had 
great weight with them j which indeed 

L it 
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it deferved to have, as a better coul3 
not have been given. The event has 
proved, that Gamaliel was a wife, as 
well as a pious man : and what was 
thus fo feafonably fpoken to the firft 
enemies of .the gofpel, may with equal 
propriety be addrefled to ihem wh» 
-oppofe it in thefe latter days. 

/''^In antient writings, as there is no- 
thing to invalidate the gofpel hiftory, 
fo there are feveral teftimonies to con- 

. firm it. That Chrift fuffered under 
Pontius Pilate, and was the founder of 
the fed of Chriftians, is attefted by 
Tacitus, and admitted, I think, by all 
writers on the fubjeft. Fafts record- 
ed in the New Teftament, concerning 
Herod, Pilate, Feftus, and Felix, arc 

mentioned 
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mentioned by Jofephus, and in the 
Jiewifh Talmud. And the new ftar 
that fhone on the nativity, the earth- 
quake and preternatural darknefs that 

accompanied the crucifixion, and 

« 

the maffacre of the innocents by He- 
rod, are with fome reafon fuppofed to 
have been mentioned by pagan au- 
thors, as well as by the evangelifts *. 
This, however, is not affirmed as cer- 
tain ; nor does any material part of 
the evidence depend upon it. 



'? 



It is true, that the Roman writers 
of that time, both hiftorians and phi- 
lofophers, feem to have been- very ig- 
norant of our Saviour's hiftory and 

doftrine, 

• Sec Grotius de ver. rel. Chrift. lib. III. 

* 

H; and Macrob. ?at. lib. II. 4# 
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dodrine, and to have had no curiofity 
to know either. Is this wonderful? 
It will not appear fo, to him who con- 

fiders, the diftance of Tudea from 
Rome, and the ftate of navigation in 
thofe days ; the contemptuous opinion 
which the Romans, the mafters of the 
world, entertained, both of the nation- 
al character, and of the religion of the 
Jews ; the proud fpirit of the heathen 
philofophy, fo direftly repugnant to 
that humble and docile difpofition, 
which is required of every difciple of 
Chrift ; the extreme diffimilitude be- 
tween a praftical religion, whofe fole 
aim is to purify the foul and prepare 
it for heaven, and a philofophy framed 
chiefly for the purpofe of difpute and 
rhetorical declamation j the mean con- 
dition, 
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dition, and unaffuming manners, of 
the publifhers of the gofpel, fo unlike 
the pomp and pedantry of the Epicu- 
reans and the Stoicks : and above all, 
perhaps, that crucifixion, which the 
author of Chriftianity was known to 
have undergone, and which his follow- 
ers avowed and gloried in ; but which, 
according to the modes of thinking 
that then univerfally prevailed through 
all the reft of the Roman empire as 
well as in Judea, was a death of fo 
much ignominy, that no perfon was 
thought likely to fuffer it, who had, or 
deferved to have, any reputation in the 
World. He who confiders thefe things j 
and who knows the ftate of learning 
at that time, the charafters of thofe 
who were reputed learned, and the real 

nature 



«6. THE GOSPEL HISTORY 

nature of the Chrlftian religion, may; 
indeed wonder to hear that fo many 
were converted to the feith ; but will 
not wonder to find, that neither Se- 
neca nor £pi£ketus, the elder nor the 
younger Pliny, Tacitus nor Miarcus 
Aurelius w^re among the number, •^ee 
this matter illuftrated, with great pre- 
cifion and elegance, in the fourth chap- 
ter of Difquifitions (by Sir David Dal- 
rymple) concerning the antiquities o£ 
the Chriftian church *^ 

Some of the firft Chriftians,. whofe, 
writings are ftill extant,, fpeak of the 
gofpels as the work of thofe evange- 
lifts whofe names they bear. And they 
had good opportunities., of information 

ITL 

• ' » / , 

* See alfo Bifhop Porteus's Sermons, Ser. X« 
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in this particular, as well as of com- 
paring the gofpel hillory with the moft 
authentick traditions concerning the 
^perfons and events therein recorded : 

Origen, who was born in the fecond 
century, being contemporary with Ire- 
neus, who was the difciple of Polycarp, 
who had been the difciple. of the apoftle 
John, and perfonally acquainted with 
others of the early Chriftians, Is it to 
be imagined, thatthofe men would not 
be inquifitive about the truth of arell- 
,gion, for which they had ,ground to 
believe, that they were likely to fuffer 
perfecution and martyrdom ? If we 

-fuppofe ourfelves in their fituation, 
:with the fame alarming view before 
us, and with the fame means of know- 
ledge they had, we fhall fee that it is 

not 



i 



» 

I 
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not pofSble for a man of common un- 
derftanding to do, and to fuffer, what 
they did and fufFered, unlefs he firmly 
believe the doftrine he maintains, and 
know that he has good reafon to be- 
lieve it. 

To all this we may add, that the 
Epiftles, which are of the fame age 
with the hiftorical part of the New 
Teftament, appear evidently to have 
been written by men who were in ear- 
neft in what they wrote, and to be a- 
daptfid to real occurrences and circum- 
ftances of the times. 

The ftyle, too, of the gofpel bears 
intrinfick evidence of its truth. We 
find there no appearance of c^rtifice or 

of 
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of party -fpirit ; no attempts to exag- 
gerate on the one hand, or depreciate 



on the other ; no remarks thrown in \ 
to anticipate ©bjedions ; nothing of 
that caution, which never fails to di- f 
ftinguifh the teftimony of thofe who * 
are confcious of impoflure} no en« 
dcavour to reconcile the reader's mind 
to what may be extraordinary in the 
narrative r all is fair, candid, and fim- 
pie : the hiftorians make no reflexions 
of their own, but confine themfelves 
to matter of fad, that is, to what they 
heard and faw ; and honeftly record 
their own miftakes and faults, as weW 
as the other particulars of the (lory. 

For a more full difplay of fome of 
thefe arguments, as well as for other 

M thingi 
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things that might be mentioned on 
. this head, the reader, till he have lei- 
fure to perufe more voluminous writ- 
ings, may confult Addifon's fhort but 
elegant Treatife of the Chriftian reli- 
gion. Whence it will appear, that the 
gofpel hiftory is at lead as well vouch- 
ed as any other of that time ; and that 
we have as good reafon to believe what 
the New Teffament records of the 
birth, life, miracles, death and doftrine 
of Chrift, as to believe the battle of 
Cannse,^ the aflaffinatian of Julius 
Cefar, or any other antient fa6L Nay 
we have ftill extant among us two vif- 
ible proofs, not hitherto mentioned, of 
the truth of the gofpel, I mean the two 
Sacraments ; which are known to have 
been in the Chriftian church from the 

beginning. 
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begmning, and the origin of which it 
i¥ould not be eafy to account for, on 
the fuppofition that the gofpel is not 
true. Thefe inftitutions, befide other 
excellent purpofes which they ferve, 

will continue to bear teftimony to the 
truth of our religion, to the end of the 
world. 

If it be faid, tTiat tlie apoftles might 
have invented what they record of thefe 
inftitutions, as well as other particulars 
af the hiftory ; I fhall only anfwer at 
prefent, (for their veracity will be con- 
fidered hereafter) that two fimple rites, 
which can afford no gratification to 
avarice, ambition, or fenfuafity, and 
whofe chief end is to promote humili- 
ty, piety, and purity of heart, could 

hardly 
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hardly have been the contrivance of 
men, who had determined, as thofe 
who rejefk their teftimony m^ifl believe^ 
to live and die impoftors and hypo- 
crites. For the inftitution of thefc 

rites is a matter in which they could 

not have been impofed oil. They 

could not have fancied, that they had 
received a commiflion to baptize the 

nations, if they had rcceived.no. fuch 
commiffion : they could not have bc^ 
lieved that they were prefent at the 
celebration, of the firil fupper, if they 
had not been prefent. 

But are not thofe parts of the Ros. 
man ftory, above alluded to, more 
probable in themfelves, than the gofpel 
hiftory ? Are not the former agreeable 
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to the common courfe of human af- 
£urs } and is not the latter a recital of 
events, whereof many are extraordina- 
ry, and unlike anything we have ever* 
feen? Permit me to aik in return, 
whether, if mankind were told, and 
prevailed on to bdieve, that a revela* 
4ion of the Divine will was to be made 
from heaven, it would not be natural 
for them to expeft fomething extra- 
•ordinary ? Would they not have rea- 
fon to fay, * God's thoughts are not 
* our thoughts, neither arc our ways 
^ his ways ? As the heavens are higher 
^ than the earth, fo are his ways higher 
'*^than our ways, and his thoughts than 
'^ our thoughts. This revelation, be- 
'^ ing a fupernaturai thing, will prob- 
•^ably, nay wuft certainly, beattend- 
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* ed with fupernatural circumftances*' 
111 fad, the gofpel hiftory, confidered 
as the account of a divine revelation, 
is not lefs probable, than the Roman 
ftory confidered as a narrative of the 
works of men. From what we knovr 
of the weaknefs^wickednefs^and other 
peculiarities of the human charaSer, 
we admit the probability of what is 
recorded concerning Annibal and Ce- 
far : and from what we know, with 
equal certainty, of the wifdom power 
and goodnefs of God, we admit the 
probability of the facred hiftory. To 
our bodily eyes the Divine Eflence and 
the human foul are equally invifible : 
the nature of both we difcover in their 
works ; from which it is not more evi- 
dent, that man is wicked and weak, 

tbaa 
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than that God is wife,, almighty, and 
good. 

Had there been nothing extraor- 
dinary in the life and doftrine of Jefus^, 
it would have fupplied an argument of 
no little weight againft his divine mif- 
fion. This man, it might have been 
objected,, gives out, that he is fent of 
God, that he fpeaks by infpiration, 
and that his works are the works of 
divine power. And yet he does and 
fays nothing but what an ordinary man 
might fay and do ; nor has any thing 
ever happened to him beyond the com- 
mon occurrences of life. Why then 
fliould we believe, that either his wif- 
dom or his power is fuperiour to that 
of other men ? To this objection, had 

It 
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it been founded in faft, it would ^lof, 
I apprehend, have been cafy to frame 
an anfwer. The fupernatural events^ 
therefore, recorded in the gofpel, un- 
kfs they could be proved to be either 
unvtrorthy of God, or impoiCble in 
themfelves, (which no perfon will ever 

affirm who knows what they are), will 
be found to add to its credibility ; and 
that in the fame proportion nearly, in 
which fupernatural events, related of 
an ordinary man, would take away 
from the credit of the hiftorian who 
fhould relate them. 

The probability, that the gofpel may 
be true, is alfo inferred from the utter 
improbability that it (hould b« frdfe. 
It is, as will be more particularly re- 
marked 
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raarked in the fequel, like nothing of 
human contrivance. The perfe£tion 
of its morality tranfcends the heft ef-i 
forts of human wifdom : the charafter ! 

» 

of its Founder is far fuperiour to that; 
of a mere man: and it will not be! 
&id, that his apoflles can be compared 
to any other filhermen, or any other 
teachers, that ever were heard of. The 
views, difplayed ia the gofpd, of the 
diviae difpenfotions with refpeck to the 
human race, are fuch as, before the 
commencement of our Saviour** min* 
iftry, had never entered into the 
mind of man. To believe all this to 
be a naiere human fabk, requires a de- 
gree of credulity^ which in the ordma* 
ry: afiairs of life would do a man little 
credit J it is like b^ieving, that a firft- 

N rate 
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rate ftiip of war might have been t!ie 
work and the invention of a child. 

Had the apoftles intended an im- 
pofture, there would not have beea 
fo many of them. Of twelve perfdns 
Employed in promulgating a fable, and 
wandering with that purpofe into dif- 
ferent parts of the earth, it is not to be 
expefted that, in defiance of perfecu- 
tion and death, all would to the end 
perfevere in the fame declaration. But 
all the apoftles did perfevere. On^ 
indeed was a traitor : — and what be- 
came of him I At a time, when from 
man he had every thing to hope, and 
nothing to fear y his mafter being 
\ condemned, his former affociates dit 
' perfed and terrified, and himfelf patron- 

ifed 
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ifed by the Jewiih rulers ; this traitor 
was ieized with remorfe^ confeiTed that 
he had betrayed innocent blood, re- 
turn^ the wages of iniquity to thofe 
from whom he had received it, and in 
defpair ^ departed, and went and hang- 1 
^ ed himfelfii' All this is natural and ! 
probable, on the fuppofition that the/ 
gofpel is true ; on the contrary fupppfw 
ition, it is incredible and impoiiible« 
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SECTION II. 



THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



Of the argument from frophecj* 



TH E gofpel hiftory is, in many 
particulars, an accomplifhment 
of certain prophecies, preferved as 
facred by the Jews themfelves, and 
committed to writing feveral hundred 
years before our Saviour was born. 

That 
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That prophecy is poffiblc, muft be ad- 
mitted by all who admit the pofGbility 
of other miracles, that is, by all who 
acknowledge the power and omni- 
fcience of the Deity. And that, in 
former times, and previoufly to the 
laft and great manifeftation of divine 
truth, prophecy and other miracles 
might have been expedient or necef- 
fary, though now they are fo no long- 
er, it would be very prefumptuous to 
deny. 

In the hiftory of the Old Teftament / 
it appears, that, from the earlieft ages, 
an expectation had prevailed, among • 
the Jews and their forefathers, that an 
extraordinary perfon, called by fomc \ 
of the prophets the Messiah, that is, 

the • 
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r tke Anointed, or the Christ, would 
' at one time or other appear on earth, 
and bring about a very important 
change in the condition of the Jews^ 
and of all other nations. The antient 
prophecies that feem to relate to this 
ferfon, when taken feparately, may to 
a fuperficial view appear to have lefs 
fignificancy, than Chriftians afcribe to 
them. But he, who compares them 
together, and obferves, how they refer 
to, and illuftrate, and often imitate the 
language, and fometimes copy the 
wt>rds of, one another, will be ftrud^ 
with their confiftency and connexion ; 
and aflonifhed to find [q many of them, 

notwithftanding the variety and appa* 

rent incongruity of the circumftances 

: foretold, fo exaflily fulfilled in the hif- 

tory 
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tory of the birth, life, death, and reli- 
gion, of Jefus of Nazareth. 

Soon after the fall, it was foretold,, 
of this Great Perfon ^, that he fhouM 
be in a peculiar fenfe the foa of a wa- 
man ; that from the malignity of the 
devil he fhould be a fufferer, but that 
he ihouki bring dtftrudion on that evil 
Ipirit, Two thoufand years after, it C^ 
was foretold to Abraham, that this . 
perfon Ihould be of the pofterity of 
Ifaac,. and a blefling to all nations ; and 
it was^ afterwards predifted, that he 
fhould be of the tribe of Judah and fa- 
mily of David, and be born of a vir- 
gin in the town of Bethlehem. It ^, 
was foretold,, by the patriarch Ifrael, | 

that, ; 

• Genefia III. 15. Gkrard's Sermons, 4. 

5. 6. 
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that, till he ihoiild come, the Jewifli 
government would not be fubverted ; 
and by the prophet Daniel the exa£t 
time of his death is foretold, as Mr 
Fergufon has proved in the moft latis- 
faftory mannen It was foretold, that 
this Meffiah, this triumphant prince 
and Saviour, (hould die a violent death, 
as a malefaAor, not for any fin of his 
own, but for the fins of mankind } and 
that foon after his death the city and 
temple of Jerufalem would be deftroy- 
ed : but, notwithftanding this ignomi- 
nious death, it was foretold, that his 
dominion ihould be over all nations, 
and without end, that he ibould fpeak 
peace to the heathen^ and introduce a 
new difpeiUaticm of things, tending to, 

and 
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sad termmating in, peace and happu 
nefs eternal. 

It was foretoId,that he fhould preach- 
good tidings to the poor, and perform 
many miracles for the alleviation of 
human infirmity ; particularly, that he 
ihould give fight to the blind, fpeech 
to the dumb, hearing to the deaf, and 
the perfeft ufe of their limbs to the 

lame. It was foretold, that he fhould 
be fold for thirty pieces of filver, and 
that with this money a potter's field 
fhouldbe bought ; that he (hould be 
feourged, buflFeted, and fpit upon j 
that he ihould be meek and filent be- 
fore his accufers : that his hands and 
feet ihould be pierced, but that his 
bones ihould not be broken f that gall 

O and^ . 
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[hi vinegar ftiould be offered hint l» 
drink ; that lots fliould be caft for hi& 
I garments ; that he fhould be buried in 
/ a rich man's fepulcbre ; and that he 
fhould rife again without feeing cor- 
ruption. How far thefb prediiiions. 
were verified in Jefqs, no perfon needs 
be informed who has read the New^ 
Teft^ment. And in him alone they 
vrere verified, and in no other poiaa 
that ever appeared on the earth. 

But are all thefe pi^edi£ViQm applied 
with equal plainnefs by the prophet& 
to the Meffiah ? They are hot : fome 
are more e:^plicit and pofuive, others^ 
oftly i^fmuated, An4 if we had no* 
ot^er evidence of the t^-uth of our reli- 
giQm I grant that this would be defelb- 

ivei. 
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ivc. But, when we take a gelieral view 
of the Old and New Tellaments, and 
obferve^ that the one is, as it were, i 
completiou of the other ; and that the 
revelations recorded in both, though 
confiding of many parts, and delivered 
by difieretit authors, and in difi'ereilt 
ages, have the fame tendency, and the 
moft perfeA unity of defign : — when 
we refleft, that thefe pirophecies would 
mean nothing if they were not fulfilled 
in Jefus, but that, as fulfilled ia him^ 
thty haVe a moft important meaning ; 
aftd that the prophets, who uttered 
them, prddided feveral other things 
that have come to paf&, particularly 
coiicerning Tyre and Egypt^ Cyrus and 
Babylon, andtheftateof the Jews after 
their dilperfion by the Romans : — ^and, 

which 
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which is ftill more to the prefent puf- 
pofe, when we find our Saviour and 
his apoftks, whole veracity and fuper* 
natural knowledge we can prove hj 
ether evid^nce^ appealing to thefe pro- 
phecies, and thereby juftifying their 
dodtrine and conduft, and thereby oft- 
en filencing and converting Jews, who 
had ftudied the prophets, and acknow- 
legcd their authenticity : — in a word, 
when we join this to the other proofs 
of our religion, we become fenfible, 
that the argument from prophecy has 
a force in it, which cannot foil to make 
a ftrong impreffion on every cahdid 
and confiderate mind. But let not 
the adverfary triumph, though to him 
this argument fhould not appear fStifi- 
fadory : for the truth of our religion 

mi;»ht 
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might be proved, though we were to 
*©mit this part of the evidence. Yet 
this has its ufe, in confirming the faith 
of the inquifitiv€ Chriftian : and this 
has been fingclarly ufeful, in the con- 
verfion of the modern infidel, as well 
a$ of the antient Jew. See Bifliop 
©urnet*s account of the death of the 
Earl of Rocheften 

Thb better fort of the antient phi- 
lofophers admitted, that certain offices 
of goodwill were due to all men. But 
univerfal benevolence, or a <iefire to 
promote the virtue and happinefs of all 
rmen, feems not to have been prevalent 
•either among them, or among the Jews. 
Love to one's country is celebrated by the 
Creek and Roman writers as afublime 

virtue: 



/ 
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^virtue: but It was fuch a love, as 
prdmpted men to liothing more, than 
to t^ke care of the ititerefts of tbdi 
own community, ^^ith little or no coh- 
^ern fbr thofe of other nations. Iii 
this refpeft the Jews were as narrow* 
minded as any people could be : they 
defpifed and hated all other i^ations ; 
although the riiorality of Mofes and the 
prophets ought to have given them a 
more liberal way of thinking. Ihto 
the mind of a Jew, therefore, hoii 
could it enter, except by fupetnaturai 
Ine&nSj that the promifed Prinde afld 
Meffiah, from whom fo tnany great 
things were expefted in behalf of the 
JeWifli nation, fliould alfo be a • light 
* to lighten the Gentiles ;' and that 
the influence of his {)ower afid benig- 
nity, 



IS TRUE. itr 

ijity*, 1^9 the delivCTer of mankind, 
fl)outd be ijniverikl and eternal ? This 
inagnificent id^a i^ familiar tq us, be- 
caufe we derive it fropR H^ly Writ ►. 
but how remote it muft have h^^^ 
from the minds of men unaided by re*^ 
valation, may appear from (his, that 
there is no trace of it in any pagan, 
author ;--^xoept,perhaps,in the fourth 
e(:Iogue of Virgil : and that po^m is 
generally thought to have beep com- 
pofed from fom© fragments of antient 
prophecy, probably of Ifaiah, which 
had come, we know not how, into the 
hands ef the great Roman poet. 

Of feveral other prophecies it would 
not be difficult to fcow, that, confider- 
ing nhe opinions and temper of the 

Jews, 
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Jews, they are wholly unaccountablier,. 
unlefs we fuppofe them to have been' 
the did:atts of infpiration. Such is* 
that memoraWe one of Zechariah, af- 
terwards literally fulfilled in all its- 
parts ^ ' Rejoice greatly, O daughter 

* of Zion ; Ihout, O daughter of Jeru- 

* falem :. behold, thy king cometh untc 
^ thee : he is juft, and having falva* 
^ tion ; lowly^ and riding upon an aft,. 

* and upon a colt, the fole of an afs/ 
Was this likely to- happen ? Was it 
thus, that kings and conquerors ufed- 
to enter their capital cities ? Was it 
with this humble equipage that, the- 
Jews expeded their glorious and tri- 
umphant MeiTiah would appear ? Yet 
thus be did appear j infinitely more 

triumph* 



IS TRUE. nsf 

triumphant and glorious, than if he 
had been what they expected. 

Before I leave the fubjedb of pro- 
phecy, let me fubjoin a remark, which 
is perhaps too early introduced, but 
which, when the veracity of the apof- 
ties fliall have been evinced from o-* 
ther topics, will be found to have great 
weight in the argument* It is, that I 
there are alfo, in the New Teftament, 
prcdidkions, which have been plainly 
accomplifhed. Such is our Lord's? 
prophecy, that he fhould be betrayed, 
delivered to the Gentiles, infulted, and 
crucified, and fhould rife from the dead 
on the third day : events, which fell 
out accordingly; but of which, at the 
time he foretold them, one feemed to 

P ' be 
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be impoflible, and the others very im- 
probable. And fuch is that, which he 
fo particularly delivered concerning 
Peter's momentary apoftafy; acircura- 
ftance which, confidering the zeal, the 
generofity, and the intrepidity of that 
apoftle, was moft unlikely, and which 
Peter himfelf, notwithftanding his ve- 
neration for his mafter, did not believe 
to be poffible, till he found it had hap- 
pened, I may add, that Peter^s ex- 
emplary penitence, and fubfequent 
condud, when viewed in a connexion 
with the peculiarity of his charaSer, 
form a ftriking proof, that his faith 
Was equally well-founded and fincere, 
and that he * knew in whom he bc- 
* lieved.' 

Those 



i 
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Those other prediftions, that have 
been fuppofed to allude to the church 
of Rome, or to the Mahometan im- 
pofture, I do not touch upon ; becaufc 
the world has not yet perhaps feen 
their completion. But that of the 
deftru^tion of Jenifalem muft not be 
overlooked ; as it was fo foon and in 
fo fignal a manner verified ; and as it 
telated to an event, which, when our 
Saviour foretold it, the Jews being 
then at peace with the Romans, and 
apparently reconciled to their yoke, no 
human Avifdom could have forefeen. So 
great is the refemblance between thi« 
prophecy and the calamities that fol- 
lowed, as thefe are recorded by Fla- 
vins Jofephus, who had the beft op- 
portunities of information, being him- 

felf 
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felf prefent at the fiege ; — ^fo like, I 
fay, is the prediftion to the event, that 

one would not be furprifed, if the in- 
1 fidel were to fufpeft, that the event 
mull have been prior to the predic- 
tion. But it is fomewhat remarkable, 
that Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who 
. have recorded this prophecy, died be- 
;fore the deftrudion of Jerufalem, and 
• that John, who furvived it, has not 
recorded the prophecy. 

» 

I SHALL firft fet down fome parts of 

this prophecy, introduced with a pre- 
diftion of Daniel ; and fecondly, I 
fliall quote fome paffages from Jofe- 
phus, and one fentence from Tacitus, 
relating to the events whereby thofe 

pre- 
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predidions feeixi plainly to have been 
accomplifhed* 

' After threefcore and two weeks,* 
fays Daniel, ' Mefliah fliall be cut off, 
*• — and the people of the prince that 
' ftiall come fhall deftroy the city and 
' the fanftuary ; and the end thereof 

* fliall be with a flood, and unto the 

* end of the war defolations are deter* 
' mined/ 

* Seest thou thefe great buildings,* 
fays our Saviour, fpeaking of the tem* 
pie ? * There fliall not be left one fl:one 

* upon another, that fliall not be 

* thrown down. — ^The days fliall come 

* upon thee, (O Jerufalem) when thine 
^ enemies fliall cafl: a trench about 

^ thee, 
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* thee, and keep thee in on every fide, 

* and fhall lay thee even with the 

* ground, and fhall not leave thee one 

* ftone upon another. — And great 

* earthquakes fhall be in divers places, 

* and famines and peftilences and fear- 

* ful fights ; and great fig«s fhall there 

* be from heaven. — There fhall be 

* great tribulation, fuch as never hap- 
' pened from the beginning of the 

* world to this time. — ^They fhall fall 

* by the edge of the fword, and fhall 

* be led away captive into all nations : 

* and Jerufalem fhall be trodden down 

* of the Gentiles.— This generation 

* fhall not pafs, till all thefe things be 
' fulfilled." 

The 
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The reader may compare this pro- 
phecy with the following extrafts ; the 
fifth of which is from Tacitus, the reft 
from Jofephus. 

1. * Titus commanded his foldiers 

* to dig up the foundations of both the 
' city and the temple.' 

2. * Vespasian's army compaffed 

* the city round about with a wall of 

* thirty-nine furlongs, having on it 
' thirteen towers, and kept them in on 
' every fide ; and fo made it impofliblc 

* for the Jews within the city to ef- 
^ cape.' 

3. ^ Titus having commanded his 

* foldiers to dig up the city, this was 

*fo 
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* fo completely done, by levelling the 

* whole compafs of it, except three 

* towers, that they who came to fee it 

* were perfuaded it could never be 
^ built again/ 

4. * In the times of Claudius and 

* Nero, (a few years before the de- 
ftrudion of Jerufalem), ' there happen- 

* ed in Judea a prodigious temped, 

* and vehement winds with rain, and 

* dreadful lightning and thunder, and 

* roarings of the trembling earth.* 

5. ^ Armies feemed to encounter, 

* and weapons to glitter, in the fky ; 

* the temple feemed to blaze with fire 

* iffuing from the clouds ; and a voice 
^ more than human was heard, declar- 

'ing 
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* ing that the deities were quitting the 

* place, which was attended with the 

* found of a great motion, as of per- 

* fons going away. 

6. * The great gate of the temple, 
(which twenty men could fcarcely fhut, 
and which was fecured by bolts and 
bars,) * was feen to open of its own 

' accord : a fword appeared hanging 
' over the city : a comet was feen point- 

* ing down upon it for a whole year 

* together. Before the fun went down, 

* there appeared armies in battle-array, 

* and chariots compaffing the country, 
' and invefting the cities : a thing fo 

* ft range, that it would pafs for a fable, 
' were there not men living, to atteft 
*it. 

(^ ^ Never, 
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7. *Nevkr was any nation more wick* 

* cd, nor ever did a city fufFer as they 

* did.— All the miferies that mankind 

* had fuffered from the beginning of 

* the world were not to be compared 

* with thofe that the Jewifli nation did 

* then fuflfer. The number of captives 

* was ninety-feven thoufand. Titus 

* fent many to Egypt, and moil of 

* them he ^difperfed into, the Roman 
^ provinces *•' 

In Jerufalem, during the fiege, there 
perifhed by famine, difeafe, and the 
fword, fix hundred thoufand, accord- 
ing to 'Suetonius ; eleven hundred 

thoufand, 

• Sec Whitby, quoted by Weft, in his Ob- 
fervations on the hiftory and evidences of the 
refurre^on of Jefus Chrift ; p. 380. edit. 5* 
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thoufand) according to Jofephus and 
Jornandes. And not long after, a ge- 
neral perfecution of the Jews took place 
throughout the Roman empire. — All 
thefe things came to pafs within the 
fpace of forty years after the death of 
our Saviour ; fo that the generation, 
which was on earth when he uttered 
this memorable prophecy, had not paf- 
fed away, when it was in all its parts 
accomplifhed. 

This extraordinary revolution has 
had confequences not lefs extraordi- 
nary. Ever fince the period I fpeak 
of, the Jews have beendifperfed through 
all nations, without obtaining a regu- 
lar eflablifhment in any ; have been 
i;enerally defpifed wherever they went ; 

have 
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have been without a king, without a 
prince, and without a facrifice : and 
yet have not loft their religion, nor 
been incorporated with the gentiles a- 
mong whom they wander j but ftili 
remain a diftinfl: people. Has fuch 
been the fete of any other nation? 
Could this, then, have been forefeen 
or foretold, except by fupernatural 
means ? Yet of them this w:as foretold 
by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hofea, and Mo- 
f(ps. Indeed the whole hiftory of this 
people, before their difperfion by Ti- 
tus and fince, bears irrefragable tefti- 
mony to the truth of both the Old 
Teftament and the New. See Addi- 
fon's remarks on it, in the four huri- 
dxed and ninety-fifth paper of the 

Spectator. 
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Spe^aior *. — So much for prophecy. 
The argument arifing from the excel- 
lency, and Angular nature, of the 
Chriftian dodtrine, will be confidered 
by and by. 



Section hi. 

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

The faith of thefirji difciples was the 
effeilj not of weaknefs^ but of well* 
grounded convidion. 

THE hiftorical part of the New Teft- 
ament was written by men, who 

were eye- witneffes of many of the fafts 

they 

♦ See alfo Butler's Analogy, part II. chap. 7. 
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they relate, and bad the reft from the 
authentkk information of eye-witnefles. 
Thofe men either did not believe 
what they wrote, or did believe it. 

I. If they did not believe what they 
wrote, they were impoftors, and want- 
ed to deceive the world. Now men 
never form a plan of that nature, un- 
lefs with a view to gain fome end j 
that is, to obtain fome good real or i- 
maginary. For it is inconceivable, that 
a rational being fliould give him&lf 
the trouble to invent an impofture, 
and fupport it through life ; a work of 
great diiEcuhy, and, in a cafe like thsit 
before us, of the greateft danger ; in 
order to draw down mifchief upon 
himfelf : and it is not more probable, 

that 
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tliat he (hould da all this by chance, 
and without any purpofe or intention 
whatever. When Pfalmanaazar for- 
ged his fable of the ifland Formofa, 
can we imagine that he had no mean- 
ing in it, or that by fo doing he in- 
tended to hurt his own intereft ? Is it 
not more likely, that he hoped to make 
his fortune by it ? What then was the 
motive, that could induce the apoftles 
to deceive mankind ? what fortune 
did they hope to make ? what good, 
real or imaginary, could they have in 
view, if they were confcious, that what 
they affirmed was falfehood ? 

Certain it is^ that, when their 
Lord left them, they could no longer 
expeft to advance their temporal in- 
tereft. 
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tereft, by adhering to his caufe. Oii 

the contrary, they were told from the 

firft, arid, after his death, they knew 

and believed, that perfecution and 

martyrdom would be their lot in this 

world ; and, as their Jewifli eduGation 

I muft have taught them that God is 

; juft and holy, they, knowing them- 

felves to be deceivers, could entertain 

, no hope with refpecl to the next. And 

; this muft equally have been the ftate 

; of their mind, whether with the Pha- 

. rifees they believed a future life, or 

with the Sadducees denied it. Surely, 

the certain profpeft of perfecution here, 

with no hope of reward, or with the 

apprehenfion of punifliment, hereafter, 

can never be the motive that tempts 

men to falfify, Prefent gain might 

tempt 
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tempt the covetous, prdent power the 
ambitious, or prefent pleafure the fen- 
fual i and a deluiive hope of future 
pleafure or power might tempt the cn- 
thufiaft. But, where none of thefe 
temptatioas esuiled ; an4, with refpeft 
to th£ jipoflk$9 it i& certain, that none 

• 

0f t^hcm did or eould exid ; what wa$ 
diere in saatujre, Qr in th^ human ima« 
ginairion, that co«ld induce d)^m, ia 
fupport jof a iic, to encooater a life of 
painand porerry, perfeouiioa aad fcorat 
Ail the impo&on that ey^r appeared 
Q& earth ainiied at the acqmf^ioii 
€f tempond ady;Mitages, of pleafure, 
wealth, or power: and indeed it is 

hard to 'Conceive, what odi^ unotives^ 
QQiulfd isodrnx a rational being to be- 
CQXxxean impoftor. And^ with thefe 

R al- 
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lurements in their eye, we too dfien 
find that tnen can harden themfelvesf, 
for a time iat leaft, againft the terrors 
of a life to come. 

a 

\ Will it be faid, that the apoftles 
intended, by an impofture, merely to 
'diftinguifli themfelves, and acquire 
fame ? This could not be their inten- 
:tion. All their doftrines have a tend- 
*ency to raile the mind above the pre- 
Tent world, ^^nd make it fuperiour to 
tvery confideration of that fort. The 
love of fame is not that univerfal paf- 
fion which Dr Young fuppofes it to 
be. They who have converfcd with 
many people, of different conditions 
and charaders, mud have found, that 
the greater part of mankind^ have na 

idea 
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i4ea of fuch a pafEon. Nor is the 
love of diftinaion fo ftrong in any 
J^reafty as to make a man expofe him- 
felf knowingly to perdition and infamy 
in order to obtain ic« Let it be ob- 
ferved too, that the firft apoftles were 
men of mean condition, mean educa- 
tion^ and mean employment, and moft 
of them confiderably advanced in years. 

In the minds of fuch men we never 
fee the love of fame predominant ; 

though in fuch minds we often fee the 
love of a fair charafter prevail, which, 
however, moft men know is not to be 
acquired by diflionefty and falfehood. 

t - • 

When men refolve to fet an impoft- 
ure on foot, they muft have fome rea- 
Ion to expeA fuccefs in it : becaufe a 

dete&ioQ 
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dete£^ion is in all cafes dangerous, and 
may in many be fatal. The jugler 
knows, that his audience are credaious, 

and more willing to wonder than to 
inquire : he knows too, that fome 6f 
them are his confederates, and that far 
the greater mimber are ready to take 
his part againft thofe, who by their 
impertinent truriofity or unbelief may 
be inclined to interrupt the entertaini. 
ment. Pfalmanaazar was in no dan- 
ger of detedion ; his ifland being Httle 
known, and at a great diftance. He 
contrived a probable tale; and, to 
make it the more probable, be did what 
he knew nobody would fufpeft him of 
having done, becaufe no one man had 
^ver done fo before, — he invented a 
'Hew language. In fad, though at firll 

Xbnie 
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Tdme doubted, he was never deteded ; 
liis fable obtained credit for more than 
half a century ; and it was his own vol- 
untary confcffion, the effeft of iinc^c 
Aough late repentance, that let the 
world into the fecret. 

Now fuppofe a few illiterate fiflier- 
men to <:ontrive a new religion, diffe- 
4rent from all others ; and endeavour 
to obtrude, it on mankind, m qppofi- 
tion, to the temporal intereits of their 
immediate rulers, and to nil the preju- 
dices, the pafEons, the power, the le^irn- 
ingj the philofbphy, and th^ eloquence, 
«f an enlightened and inquifitive age ; 
yf^^t chance would they have io foc- 
ceed in the impofture ! How is it pof- 
&ble, . that ihery ihould entertain any 

Jiope 
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hope of fuccefs at all! The thing u 
impofiible* And therefore the a- 
poftles xnuft have certainly known, that 
their religioa was from heaven, and 
^ould be fupported by fupernatural 
means ; — ^which aftually mgggned to 
be the cafe« For on no other .fuppo* 
fition can the extraordinary fuccefs of 
their tniniftry he accounted for* 

• 
A DISPOSITION to falfify and de- 
ceive is a criminal paffion, that never 
appears fingle or folitary in the mind* 
Other evil paffions never fail to ac- 
company this ; for where the love of 
truth is hot, virtue cannot be. But 
the apoftles, after their converfiont 
were patterns of every virtue i of hu- 
mility, patience, benevolence, piety, 

and 
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and the moft amiable fimplicity of 

manners : virtues, which never did, 
and never can, meet in the charafter 

of a deceiver. Lying makes a man 
infamous j which it would not do, if 
the world did not know by the expe- 
rience of all ages, that from him who 
is inclined to that praftice no good is 
to be expefted. — I may add, that the 
virtues above mentioned, exemplified 
as they uniformly were in all the a- 
poflles, muft have been the effeft^ 
not To much of natural difpofition, for 
the apoftles were in ©ther refpefts of 
(KfFerent characters,, as of that divine 
grace and truth, with which they w6rc 
equally and uniformly enlightened. 
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The firft preachers of the gofpel 
taught men to fubdue all irregular de« 
iire$ of pleafure wealth and power, and 
to fupprefs every tendency of the heart 
to pride vanity and vain glory* Had 
they themfehres been aduated by fucb 
defires or tendencies, their conduft 
mud have belied their dodrine. But 
no two things can be more confiftenty 
than the doftrine and praftice of the 
apoflles : they taught what they prac- 
tifed, they praftifed what they taught^ 
and through life, and at death, their 
:v(rhoie behaviour was uniform. 

By what they taught they could ne- 
ver hope to make themfelves popular, 
either in the higher or in the lower 
tanks of life; for they flattered no 

human 
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haman vice, but abfolutely prohibited 
all. Among the vulgar they met with 
no little oppofition, from prejudice, 

want of fenfe, and brutal manners. 
From the learned, of their own or of 
other countries, they could expeft no 
indulgence j becaufe the religion they 
introduced was in mod things direftly 
oppofite to the fpirit of pagan philof- 
ophy, as well as to the tenets and 
temper of the Jewifh feftaries. And 
from the Roman emperors, who in 
tho(e days might be called the fov- 
ereigns of the world, what but perfe- 
cution could that man look for, who 
was to deny their ddfication, and re- 
fufe to pay them divine honours : a 
prerogative, whereof thofe proud po- 
tentates too welj knew the value to 

S permit 
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permit it to be wrefted from them with 
impunity ; but which, however, was at 
laft, though not with impunity, wreft- 
ed from them, in confequence of the 
preaching of a few unlettered fifter- 
men from Judea, 

Though the apoftles did not, as 
fome enthufiafts have done, provoke 
perfecution, but exerted on all proper 
occafions a becoming prudence, yet 
felf-intereft cannot be faid to have dc-- 
termined their conduft in a fingle in- 
ftance. On the contrary, nothing is 
more evident, from their hiftory and 
writings, than that, after the com- 
mencement of their miniftry, the bufi- 
nefs of their lives was, to promote the 
glory of God, and make tacn fuperiour 

both 
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both to the adverfities and profperities 
of this life, and happy in that which is 
to come. And this they did, not by 
recommending, like the Stoicks, an 
unnatural and impraflicable infenfibi- 
lity, or B, ftern refolution to fubmit t6 
that which cannot be refifted ; but by 
teaching, that the evils in<!:ident to this 
ftate of trial -are all intended, by the 
merciful father of mankind, as pater- 
nal admonitions, or as opportunities 
of calling forth and exercifing thofe 
virtues, which are neceffary to prepare 
us for the enjoyment of future re- 
ward. 

AKb let it not be forgotten, that 
they had been educated in the prin- 
ciples titid prejudices of the Jews ; a 

nation 
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nation at that time univerfally defpifed, 
and, if we admit the teftimony of their 
countryman Jofephus, as wicked as 
any that ever was on the earth ; in 
fpite of the advantages they ought to 
have derived from Mofes, and their 
other moralifts and prophets. The 
virtue of the Roman people was not 
in thofe days exemplary. Yet, when 
we compare their manners, as they oc- 
cafionally appear in the facred hiftory, 
with thofe of the Jews, how are we 
ftruck with the difference ! 

Th£ Romans are indeed pagans j 
but they are not deftitute of that good- 
nature and love of juftice, which one 
expeds to find in a civilized nation : 
the Jews are feldom feen in any other 

cha- 
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charafter than that of bloody barba- 
rians. Pontius Pilate avowed our 
Lord's innocence, and fliowed an in- 
clination to fave his life j Gallio pro- 
conful of Achaia afted with good fenfe 
and moderation, whenPaul was brought 
before him ^ ; Claudius Lyfias, Feftus, 
and Felix, in their treatment of the 
fame apoftle, were not unmercifully 
fevere ; and the centurion, whofe pri- 
foner he was in his voyage to Italy, 
was very much attached to him. But 
the Jewifli priefts, fcribes, and elders, 
confpired to murder our Saviour with- 
out a trial, fuborned perfons to bear 
falfe witnefs againft him, and bribed 

one 

• See Dlfquifitions concerning the antiqui- 
ties of the Chridian churchy chap. i. 
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one of his followers to betray him ; 
•and the fame aflembly, or their fuccef- 
fors in ofSce, connived at a fcheme, 
and of courfe concurred in it, for 
the aifaflination of Paul. In a word, 
it appears, that the greater part, and 
what we call the better fort, of the 
Jews of that age, when they had re- 
folved on any meafure, would not hef- 
itate to employ any means, however 
unjuft, cruel, or fhameful, in the ac- 
complifhment of it. That a nation fo 
utterly profligate Ihould have at the 
- fame time produced twelve men d 
fuch exalted piety, generous bene- 
volence, and morals fo refined and fo 
perfeft, as Jefus Chrift and his apoftles, 
is almoft as great a miracle, by the ac- 
knowledgment of Rouffeau himfelf 

(who 



IS TRUE. 143 

(who is not partial to the facred writers), 
as any that ftands on record. There muft- 
have been fomething extraordinary in 
the caufe, that could in thefe circilm- 
ftances produce charaders fo tranf-. 
ccndently excellent. 

Of ouir Lord's difciples, previoufly- 
to their converfion, we know little ; but- 
this we know, that they became foon 
after preachers and patterns of right- 
eoufnefs. How is it poffible that this 
Ihould have been the eSeSt of their en-- 
gaging in an impofture ? Can the con- 
tinued praftice of hypocrify and lying 
improve and purify the heart ? The 
age wherein they livedo being more 
enlightened than any that bad gone 
before it, and beyond meafure addi&ed. 

to 
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to difputation and inquiry, was a moft 
unfavourable period for the introduc- 
tion of any public fraud In all that 
part of the world the arms of Rome 
had eftabliflied her policy, the exadt- 
nefs whereof is well known : and the 
Greek learning, univerfally ftudied by 
the Romans, was likely to be carried 
into every country ihat was fubjeft to 
their power. 

m 

ir deferves particular notice, that, 
till after the death of their mailer, the 
apoftles were never cured of the nation- 
al midake, that the Mef&ah was to ;be 
a great temporal prince, and to make 
the Jews the moft powerful people in 
the world. Accordingly we find, that, 
iinmediately after his crucifixion, they 

were 
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were greatly difconcerted, and at a \oU 
what to think of him. * We trufted, faid 
' they, that it had been he who fhould 
* have redeemed Ifrael *.' At that time, 
it feemsjthe crofs was a {tumbling block 
to them, as well as to others. And 
no wonder ; coniidering the hopes they 
had formed, and the fad difappoint- 
ment oceafioned by an event, which, 
though he had plainly foretold it, they 
were fo unwilling to believe, as to flat- 
ter themfelve§ it could not happen. 
In this ftate of confufion and trouble, 
if they had entertained any fufpicion of 
impoftiire, nay if they had not been 
certain that there was no impofture, 
might they not, with a very good grace, 

T and 

* See the laft chapter of St Luke. 
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and is it not probable that they would, 
have returned to their bufinefs and their 
firft religion, faying. This was not the 
Vnan whom we believed him to be ? 
And, d.s, for reafons already given, no« 
thing could have been more agreeable 
to their rulers, than fuch a declaration 
from fuch perfons, it mull undoubtedly 
have promoted their temporal intereft. 
But their adherence to their Lord, and 
bis caufe, in circumftances fo very ex- 
traordinary, is a proof, that they knew 
they did right ; and were thoroughly 
fatisfied, that the fupernatural know- 
ledge, which they received about this 
time from himfelf, after his refurrec- 
tion, and at the defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft, was really from heaven, 

# 

ThU 
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The reader will be pleafed to be« 
ftow a fecond thought on this argu- 
ment. Let us for a moment take for 
granted what is plainly abfurd, and 
fuppofe it is poffible, that the apoftles, 
during the life of their mailer, might 
have been impofed on ; that the mi- 
racles they faw him perform were not 
real but fiftitious ; that the divine 
fanftity of his manners was afTumed, 
and not genuine ; and that the excel- 
lency of his doftrine, the authority that 
accompanied all his words, and the ven- 
eration which his prefence infpired, 
were the effeft of mere human elo- 
quence and addrefs ^ yet furely his 
deaths if it had put an end to his being, 
would have at laft opened their eyes, 
and fatisfied them, that he was not 

what 
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what he had declared himfelf to be. 
With this perfuafion, which on the 
prefent fuppofition they muft have had, 
they, in affirming that he was rifen 
from the dead, and in continuing to 
teach what he had taught, muft have 
known themfelves to be impoftors. 
What then could be their motive to 
perfift in a lie ? That which could be 
no motive at all : the certain profpeft 
of perfecution, and death, (for how 
could they imagine it would fare bet- 
ter with them, than it had fared with 
their Mafter !) without any advantage 

whatever to counterbalance thofe evils* 
And what would have been their mo- 
tives to return to their Jewifli profef- 
fion, and acknowledge they had been 
impofed on ? The ftrongeft that can 

influence 
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influence human nature : firft, that in- 
dignation, which would be natural in 
men, who had forfaken all to follow 
a perfon, whom they now found to 
have deluded them into a very danger- 
ous fnare ; fccondly, the hope of ad- 
vancing their intereft, by doing that 
which, for reafons already given, muft 
have gratified their rulers in the high- 
eft degree ; and, thirdly, the confciouf- 
nefs of having, as became honeft men, 
performed a duty, which they owed to 
themfelves, their religion, and their 
country. In faft, if they were endow- 
ed with any fhare of underftanding or 
of fpirit, nay if they were not both 
idiots and madmen, it is hot pofEble 
to account for their condud on any 
other fuppofition than this, that their 

teftimony 
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teftimony is true. The man muft be 
credulous indeed, as well as ignorant 
of human nature, v^hb can hefitate to 
admit this conclufion ; — ^unlefs he 
choofe to rejeft the New Teftament 
hiftory altogether. And, if he do 
this, let him account for the exiftence 
of the Chriftian religion, if he can. 
And let him no more pretend, that 
credit is due to antient records. 

When we compare the four gof- 
pels with one another, we fee nothing 
like collufion in the authors, but we 
may fee very plain evidence that there 
is no collufion. They do not all re- 
late the fame things, nor in exadly the 
fame manner j nor does any one of 
their books feem intended as an apo- 
logy 
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logy for any other, or as a comment 
upon it. In the ftyle of each there are 
peculiarities, more obfervable indeed 
in the original Greek than in any 
tranflation ; but the fame unaffefted 
fimpUcity prevails through all. Their 
teftimonies differ not in any thing ma- 
terial ; and yet they differ as much as 
is ufually expeded in witneffes, fepa- 
rately examined, and giving a candid 
account of what they bad feen and 
heard* A perfeQ; co-incidence, where 
teftimonies confift of many particulars, 
would breed fufpicion of a pre-con- 
certed plan : a few flight variations, 
in matters of little moment, would in 
moft cafes imprcfs a perfuafion of the 
integrity of witneffes. If in this man- 
ner we judge of the veracity of one 

another. 
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another, and if the common fenfe ^f 
mankind warrants the judgment, and 
their experience after long trial finds 
no flaw in it ; why fhould we argue 
from different principles, in judging 
of the veracity of the evangelifts ? 

•Laying all fhefe fhings together 4 
every perfon, who underftands human 
nature, and has read the New Tefta- 
ment with care, and with that humil- 
ity and teachablenefs, that form as it 
were the groundwork of Chriftian 
faith, mud be fatisfied, that the apoftles 
were no importers, but helieved fm- 
cerely .what they taught :— which, in- 
deed, to a man of tafte would appear, 
as obferved already, from the fimpli* 
iuty and artlefs manner, in which they 

teU 
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tell their ftory, deliver their doftrine, 
and record their own faults, miftakes, 
and follies. 

11. They believed what they taught, 
and what they recorded. And if fo, 
their faith muft have been the effeft, 
either of weakness, or of well- 
grounded CONVICTION. 

Of weaknefs it could not be the ef- 
fed. Such of their doctrines as are 
level to human capacity appear to be 
agreeable to the pureft truth, and the 
foundeft morality. All the genius and 
learning of the heathen world ; all the 
penetration of Pythagoras, Socrates, 
and Ariftotle, had never been able to 
produce fuch a fyftem of moral duty, 

U and 
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and fo rational an account of Provi- 
dence and of man, as is to be found 
in the New Teftament. Compared, 
indeed, to this, all other moral and 
theological wifdom 

Lofes difcountcnanced, and like folly (hows. 

Was the great apoftle of the gentiles a 
weak man ; he who fpoke and wrote 
with fuch energy and addrefs, and 
whofe eloquence made a Roman pro- 
conful tremble ? Were thofe weak 
men, who taught a fyftem of opinions, 
which even the fovereigns of the world, 
and fome of the leaft cruel, the moft 
learned, and the moft politick of them 
too, thought it their intereft to bear 

<iown and defttoy, not with argument, 

ia 
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in which it would appear they had no 
confidence, but with fire and fword ? 
Were thofe weak men, who, in defi- 
ance of perfecution, and in oppofition 
to all the power, policy, and learning, 
of the Roman empire, brought in, 
though unarmed and defencelefs, a 
new religion, which continues to this 
day J is gradually extending itfelf over 
the earth more and more ; and by the 
ftill fmall voice of reafon daily puts to 
filence, or confutes at leaft, its mod 
cunning and maft inveterate adverfa- 
ries ? Were thofe weak men, who 
taught t lia t^ which has given wifdom 
and happinefs to millions of mankind, 
and has without violence introduced 
into the manners and policy of a great 
part of the world changes the moft 

important 
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important and beneficial, and likely to 
be as durable as the world itfelf? 
Could thofe, in fine, be weak men, 
whom the moft inquifitive and moft 
enlightened minds that have been on 
earth fince thf*ir time, whom Bacon 
and Grotius, whom Newton and Boyle, 
whom Hooker^ Clarke,Butler, and Stil- 
lingfleet, whom Milton, Clarendon, 
Addifon, Arbuthnot, and Lyttelton, 
have held in the higheft veneration, as 
not only wife, but infpired ? Either, 
then, let the infidel admit, that the 
publifliers of Chriftianity were not 
weak men ; or let him prove, that the 
great perfons now mentioned were 
deftitute of underftanding, or at lead 
in that refpefl inferiour to bimfelf. 

In 
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In the fcienges it has often happen- 
ed, that, from ignorance of nature, 
men of great abilities have been led 
info error, which accidental difcovery, 
or more accurate obfervation, has en- 
abled fucceeding inquirers to reftify. 
But no modern difcoveries invalidate 
in thp fmalleft degree the proofs of our 
religion. There is nothing in the phi- 
lofophy of evidence that correfponds to 
telefcopes or microfcopes, to eledri- 
city or magnetifm. Men judge of that 
matter now, as they did formerly. Cre- 
dible teftimony and their fenfes rhey 
believed frorh the beginning, and they 

do fo ftill. Nor has it yet been found 
out, that any miracle recorded in the 
Gofpel is impoflible to divine power, 
or any dodrine there taught unworthy 

of 
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of divine wifdom. Every new difco- 
very in the vifible univerfe exalts^when 
rightly underftood, our ideas of the 
goodnefs and greatnefs of the Creator, 
and ought, confequently, to cherifli 
that love and fear of him, which die 
whole tenor of revelation commands us 
to cultivate. And every late improve- 

. ment in criticifm and the knowledge of 
antiquity is found, when applied to the 
facred writings, to throw light upon 
them, and, by fo doing, to confirm the 
hiftory, and recommend the doftrine. 
The progrefs of fcience, therefore, 
whereby in fo many other refpefts the 
opinions of the antients have been 
confuted or reftified, feems to confirm 
what the apoftles taught concerning 

the 
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the religion of Jefus, by proving its 
permanency and unalterable nature. 

Granting then, that the modern 
infidel, profiting by the difcoveries of 
latter times, may be better informed 
in the fciences than the primitive 
Chriftians were ; it will not follow 
that he, or that the acuteft of our phi- 
lofophers, can be a better judge of the 
leading evidences of Chriftianity. It 
is true, that in fome things we are not 
fo credulous, as the world mufl have 
been while philofophy and hiftory were 
little known ; and that of courfe we 
are more fcrupulous in the examina- 
tion of fome forts of evidence. But, 
in regard to the miracles, whereof the 
^poftles were eye-witneffes, which they 

recorded 
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recorded in their writings, in the be- 
lief of which they lived and died, and 
moft of which their enemies of that 
time did not deny, they were as little 
liable to be impofed on, as if each of 
them had pofleffed the learning of Gro- 
tius, with the penetration of Newton. 
For fuch was the nature of thofe mi- 
racles, that, to make an attentive fpec- 
tator a competent judge of them, nei- 
ther learning nor genius was neceffary ; 
nor any other talent or accomplifh- 
ment, but a found mind, an honeft 
heart, and the right ufe of one's fen- 
fes. 

They faw men, whom they and all 
the country knew to have been blind 
from their birth, made- to fee in an 

inflant, 
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inftant, without the application of any 
inftrument or medicine : they faw lep- 
rofy, palfy, and other obftinate difea- 
fes, removed in the fame manner, by 
barely fpeaking a word .: they faw the 
dead raifed to life, yearaifed even from 
the grave : they faw a man's ear cut 
off by the fword of Peter, and the 
wound immediately healed with a 
touch : they faw water converted into 
wine in the prefence of many perfons, 
who drank of it, and were fatisfied 
that the transformation was real : they 
themfelves were part of a multitude of 
five thoufand, whofe hunger was al- 
layed by a few loaves and fiflies, when 
more fragments were left than there 
had been food at firft : they faw their 
Mafter walk on the furface of the fea j 

X and 
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and they were prefent, when at his 
command a dorm was changed into a 
calm. 

By the inftantaneous operation of 
the fame divine word, they frequently 
faw human bodies fet free from the 
tyranny of demons : for that God, in 
order to manifeft the fupremacy of his 
Son over the powers of 4arknefs, as 
well as over the vifible univerfe, might, 

at that time, and in that conntry, per- 
mit evil fpirits to moleft mankind more 
than ufual, will not be affirmed to be 
either impoffible or improbable, by 
thofe who acknowledge the poffibility 
of revelation. Or if we iuppofe the 
diftemper to have been no other than 
madnefs, or than epilepfy, (whicli 

however 
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however the general tenor of the hxfto- 
ry will hardly permit us to fuppofe), 
the cure muft ftill be allowed to be 
miraculous. For to remove thefe dit 
eafes by fpeaking a word, and to expel 
a demon, are equally beyond the reach 
of human power, and equally eafy t<^ 
that which is divine* 

The apoftles heard their Mafter fore- 
tel feveral events, particularly his cru- 
cifixion and refurredion, and they faw 
that, as well as fome of his other pro- 
phecies, accomplifhed. They faw him' 
publickly crucified, pierced with a 
fpear, and buried. They faw the pro- 
digies that accompanied his laft fuf- 
ferlng i at lead they muft have feen 
the preternatural darknefs, and felt the 

earth- 
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earthquake ; and the rending of the 
veil of the temple they would not have 
mentioned^ if they had not known, 
that it was fo. Three days after, ac- 
cording to his predifiion, they faw him 
alive again, converfed with him, ate and 
probably drank with him, felt his bodyto 
be a real material body, felt even the 
fears of his wounds, faw him frequently 
during the fpace of forty days ; and 
finally, were (landing by him, and re- 
ceiving his benedidion, when in open 
day they faw him afcend towards hea- 
ven, following him with their eyes till 
a cloud received him out of their 
fight. 

These are fa£ts, in regard to which 

they could not be miflaken, though 

they 
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they had been the moft credulous of 
mankind. But credulous they wer^ 
not : fome of them, on the contrary, 
feem to have been unreafonably fcep- 
tical. Indeed, if we allow them to 
have had common underflanding, 
which no perfon who knows their fto- 
ry will deny, we muft fuppofe, that 
they would not rafhly, or without full 
conviction, engjige in a caufe, which 
in a temporal view was likely ta cod 

them fo dear. They were, it is true^^ 
unlettered men : but the propriety of 
their conduft, the wifdom of their 
doctrine, and the fuccefs of their mi- 
niftry, are fo much the clearer proofs 
of their infpiration. 

One 
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One of them, a man of learning and 
uncommon abilities, a zealous Jew, and 
an unrelenting perfecutor of Chrift- 
ians, in the midft of his fanguinary 
career, while he ^ verily thought with 
* himfelf^ that the caufe he had enga- 
ged in was acceptable to God, and be- 
neficial to his country ; — ^while, by ad- 
hering to it, he feemed to have every 
thing to hope that could gratify his 
ambition, and while, by revolting, 
from it in the way he did, he had 
every temporal inconvenience to fear 
that can intimidate human nature :— 
this man, I fay, while in thefe cir- 
cumftances, and charged with a pub- 
lick commiffion which he himfelf had 
folicited from the high prieft, and 
at the head of a train of attendants, 

. was,. 
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yfZSf together v^ith them, at noon 
day, ft ruck to the earth by an ex- 
traordinary light from heaven ; in 
confequcnce of which he became a 
Chriftian, declaring that he had been 
warned by a fupernatural voice ; re- 
nounced ibr ever all worldly purfuits, 
and chearfuUy fubmitted to poverty^ 
perfecution, and death, for the religion 
of Jefus. 

What could be his motive ? Wa$ 
it a regard to duty, founded on his 
knowledge, and his love, of the truth ? 
Then is his condud eafily accounted 
for i and his refignation to the many 
evils he had to fuffer was the efied of 
that fupport, which pioiis men receive^ 
from the approbation of their own 

mind^ 
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mind, the hope of future reward, and 
the enlivening influence of divise 
grace. From any other principle is it 
poflible to account rationally for his 
conduct ? Was it from lull of feme, 
the defwe of pleafure or of power, or 
in order to better his fortune, that this 
man, with a mind elevated by genius, 
and enlightened by learning, chofe to 
defcend, with certain, imminent, and 
dreadful danger to himfelf, from a high 
andhonourable ftation, — ^that he might 
become the aflbciate of a few poor, 
defpifed, perfecuted, and illiterate fifh* 
ermen, among whom he never sffTumed 
any fuperiority, and whofe mafter hkd 
lately been put to an ignominious 
death, as a malefactor, not only of the 

vrmft 
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Tt^orfl: kind, but alfo of the meaneft 
condition ? 

In a word, Paul either was, or was 
not, an impoftor. If he was an im« 
poflor, he mud have been a very iin- 
gular one indeed. For, inftead of aim- 
ing at riches, honour, pleafure, or 
power, (and at one, or other, or all 
of chefe, all other impoftors have aim- 
ed), his^ hopes and purpofes mud in 
every refpefl: have had a contrary di- 

re£i:ion. He muft have preferred con- 
tempt to honour, imprifonment to lib- 
erty, danger to fecurity, and fcourging,, 
iloning, hunger, nakedaels*, and mar- 

Y tyrdom,. 

• 

• 2 Cor. XX. 27. I Cor. iv. 11. 12. 13. 
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tyrdom, (for they were all before him, 
and he underwent them all without a 
murmur), to a life of eafe and afflu- 
cnce.' And, finally, being a ftrift Pha- 
rifee, and confequently believing a fu- 
ture ftate, he mirft, without any tem- 
poral allurement whatever, have pre- 
ferred damnation to happinefs in the 
world to come. But could he thus, 
in every fenfe of the word, prefer mif- 
cry to Its oppofite ? If he could, he was 
a madman : — which his writings and 
hiftbry prove he was not. 

If he was no impoftor, he muft have 
"been an honeft man : and, that being 
admitted, we muft alfo admit what he 
teftifies concerning the manner and 
confequences of his converfion; in o- 

ther 



1 
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ther words, we muft believe the gof- 
pel to be true. And if he was the au- 
thor of thofe epiftles, which ever fince 
they were written have born his name ; 
and if he taught thofe dodrines, which 
the phyfician Luke his fellow traveller 
heard from his mouth, and has record- 
ed^he muft have been, no frantick or a^^ '■ 
weak enthufiaft, but a perfon of good 
underftanding, of exemplary virtue^ 
and of the higheft attainments in true 
wifdom ; — in that wifdom, I mean, 
^ which is from above,' and which 
tends te purify our nature, and make 
.tis happy, both now and for ever. The 
thirteenth chapter of his firft epiftle^o 
the Corinthians would alone prove him 
to have been one of the beft and wifeft 
men that ever lived, 

I 
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I SAID, that Paul, if he was not an 
impoftor, muft have been an honsft 
man ; and, this being admitted, that 
the gofpel muft be true. If indeed it 
could T^e fhown, that he was credulous, 
and that before his converfion he had 
entertained any partiality to the doc- 
trines and character of Jefus, it might 
feem poflible at leaft, though no doubt 
very improbable, that his paifions and 
imagination might have difordered his 

judgment, and perverted his fenfes ; 
and, therefore, that the circumftances 
of his converfion, though believed by 
him to be real, might have been vifion- 
ary. Well : was he a credulous man I- 
<Dr had he any partiality of this kind f 



Sa 
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So far was he from being credul^s, 
that all he had heard of our Lord*fi 
miracles (for he muft have heard of 
them, and from eye-witneffes too,) had 
no weight with him ; and nothing 
could overcome his incredulity, but a 
miracle wrought upon himfelf :— 
wrought, not in darknefs or in ibli- 
tude, or at a time when any thing had 
happened to enfeeble or deprefs his 
mind, but at noon-day, in the publick 

highway, in the midfl of his adherents, 
in the neighbourhood of a great town, 
and while he himfelf was employed, as he 
firmly believed, in the fervice of God, 
and of his country* And fo far was he 
from entertaaning any partiality to the 
Chriftian caufe, that, till this miracle 
was wrought for his converfion, he 

looked 



1 74 THE GOSPEL HISTORY 

looked upon Jefus as an itnpoftor and 
blafphemer, and upon the difciples, us 
a fet of men, whom it was in the 
higheft degree meritorious to perfecute 
and deftroy. 

In fome of his epiftles, addreiTed to 
^churches he had planted, we find him 

declaring, as a thing which they knew 
to be true, that Jhe was endowed with 
the power of working miracles, and 
.had adually wrought many. If the 
£a£t had been otherwife, would he have 
ihazarded fuch a declaration, in writing 
to a people, among whom he knew he 
hadperibnal oppofers, and whom he 
was reproving for feveral irregulari- 
ties * ? And if the hSt was fo, — ^if he 

really 

* See Butler's analogy, part 2. chap. 7. 
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really was a worker of miracles, as 
well as a preacher of the pureft and 
fublimeft morality, muft we not con- 
fider him, as^ in a very peculiar man- 
ner, and in a very high degree, favour- 
ed by that Being, who k the giver of 
every good and of every perfeft gift ? — 
They, who believe in God, and candidly 
weigh all thefe circumftances, will not 
objed to St Paul's veracity. And if that 
which he teftifies concerning himfelf 
be true, it is abfolutely impoffible that 
the gofpel can be falfe. 

Indeed, the converfion of this great 
man, and his condud both before and 
after he became an apoftle, do alone 
amount to fuch a proof of bur religion, 
as cannot be overthrown } — in any 

other 
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other wajr, than by proving the A6ls of 
the Apojilesy and the fubfequent epifilesy 
to be fidion and forgery. The reader 
will find a full, an elegant, and, I think, 
an ananfwerable illuftration, of this 
argument, in Lord Lyttelton's Re- 
marks on the Converjion c^ Si Paul. 

And now, to conclude this part of 
the fubjeft, — ^Let them, who are ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of our Sav- 
iour, attend to it ever fo flightly, and 
then fay, what regard is due to the 
judgment of thofe, who talk of eledlri- 

city and magnetifm as principles int 
nature capable of exalting the man 
who underftands them into a worker of 
miracles. Will magnetifm or eleftri- 
city, or any other natural principle 

that 
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that can be mentioned, ^Hdbl^ the p^r- 
&n who 18 ikiiled in it to raif^ himieljf 
or others from the dead; to cure difp 
eafes by fpeaking a word ; to foretel 
future events ; to make a few loaves 
and fifhes a fufficient meal for five 
thoufand men ; to publiih a fyileqi of 
morality more perfect th^a my other 
that ev^r was in the world ; to import 
to other men the power of working 
miracles, and particularly, of fpeqiking 
languages they had never leaned i We 
have heard of making the agitation of 
water fubfide by pouring oil f>n it : 
Plutarch mentions this as a well known 
i^, quotes Ariftotle's reafon for it, 
gives another of his own ^ ; 9nd 

Z of 

• ?lut. Nat. Quaeft. 12. 
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of late it is faid to have been proved by 
experiment ; but who will undertake 
to calm the fea by uttering a word ! 

They who compare the meeknefs 
and benevolence, the candour and mod- 
efly, the power and the dignity, of 
our Saviour, ^-v' ith the craft, fecrecy, 
and oflentation, of a jugler, (one 
trembles even to think of the compar- 
ifon), and find no material difference 
between the mighty works of the one 
and the petty tricks of the other, are 
far beyond the reach of argument, and 
muft, on this fubje£t at leaft, be abfo- 
lutely irrational. As well might they 
fay, that the jugler, becaufe he can 
ihift a card, or manage an eafy calcu- 
lation, muft have the command of na* 

ture, 
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ture, and the power of changing death 
into life. The clown, who fliould fay 
fo, would be laughed at for his credu- 
lity and ignorance. What then Ihall 
we think of the philofopher, who, in 
his judgment of our Saviour's miracles, 
fliows himfelf equally ignorant and 
credulous ? 

Lastly ; the apoftles found them- 
felves endowed, agreeably to their 
Lord's prediftion, with the power of 
working fuch miracles as he had 
wrought. They faw the lame walk, the 
living drop down dead, and the dead 
arife to life, at their command. They 
felt themfelves on a fudden enabled to 
fpeak a variety of languages they had 
never learned ; a talent which, in the 

y courfe 
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courfe of their miniftry, th^ qiuft 
have had frequent occafion to exar* 
cife. In this is it probable, is it pof. 
fible, that they could be miftaken ? 

Th£Ir. faith, therefore, was the ef* 

fed, not of WBAKNESS, but of WELL- 
GROUNDED CONVICTION. CON- 
BEQJJENTLY, THEIR TESTIMONY 
18 TRUE. 
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